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WALLACE OR WAR 
And Other Editorials by KENNETH LESLIE 
THE AMERICAN PRO-TEST 


_ would be truer to say that the American Revolution was one of 
he children of the Protestant Reformation, a child which matured 
ar beyond anything conceived by the Reformers. The early forms 
of Protestantism, Lutheran, Calvinist, failed to solve the problem 
f the relationship between church and state. This problem is 
sic to the solution of all other problems including the economic | 
rom which it cannot be separated. If America is Protestant, it 
Protestant in a sense in which many Protestant churches can 
little pride for these churches actually carry on in America 
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traditions almost as un-American as that carried on by the hier- 
archy of the Roman Church. Through some, of these churches the 

r dead hands of Luther and Calvin hold back the spiritual develop- 
“ment of many of our people. It was Roger Williams and later Tom 
Paine, Jefferson and Madison, who brought Protestantism to 
maturity in America. It is this Protestantism that THE PROTES- 
TANT ‘strives to interpret to the present generation. It is this 
Protestantism which will support Henry Wallace. 


The Wages of Greed 


First, let us state briefly our theological position, for although 
_ we free church Protestants differ in many respects most of us 

agree on certain basic beliefs, i 

~ We are theists. We believe in God. We believe in the unity of 5 
_ mankind, in the unity of man’s history; we abominate Spengler : 
} and his pale copy, Toynbee. Our faith does not supplant reason. 
Our faith supports reason. Reason without faith in the validity 
of reason curdles into cynicism. We believe that this universe 
rewards the right and punishes the wrong doing of nations as well 
as individuals. ‘God is not mocked.” Life is a history lesson which 
teaches over and over again that no person and no nation ever “gets 
away with” any crime, 

The Spirit of history teaches us in two ways: (1) through our 
imaginations, trying to get the human child to identify his destiny 
with the destiny of less fortunate children (Wallace’s pint of milk 
a day to all the world’s children—called globaloney by the cynical 
mind of Clare Luce) ; (2) through violence (the vengeance of mis- 
used soil blowing angrily over the land in dust bowls, the vengeance 
of misused souls in violent revolt against tyranny). 

- These are the ways God and history teach that the wages of 
greed are need. 
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No Detours from Destiny 


It is hard for a nation to be humble. It is not easy for Americans 
to be ashamed and today there are many things our government 
is doing for which we should be ashamed. Public men frequently 
exploit the authentic generosity of our people to cover up the social 
crimes of which they, not our people, are guilty, No bit by bit 
improvement will ever take care of the gigantic accumulation of 
injustices to the Negro. No gifts, however generous, to the people 
of China, can ever wipe away the memory of these days when we 
add our weight to the boots of murderous thieves as they walk 
on the faces of the Chinese people. Friendship trains may siphon 

~~ off the genuine good will of many Americans, but they are no sub- 


_ What is needed here is a great cleansing operation. Events 
abroad during the next few years will have repercussions through- 
rt this country until, we hope and pray, the conscience of America 
ill be quickened and America may become herself once more. ¢ 


CHRIST BETRAYED BY CHURCH-STATE 


The teaching of Jesus goes with, not against, the grain of the 
an tradition. “My yoke is easy and my burden is‘light.” When 
people run their own affairs, particularly their economic af- 
fairs, this saying of Jesus will be better understood. Christendom 
strayed this saying by compromising its life with tyranny and 


eason for the devilish hypocrisy which has dogged all Big- 


yed with its mouth “Thy Kingdom come!” But with its hand in 
teel gauntlet of the state it put its own prayer under the 
“Thy Kingdom come not!” Christ’s greatest betrayer was 


fee the churches from the state. But certain favors kept the 
arch on the string: exemption from taxation and state-sub- 
ized chaplaincies, lingering ties of the old partnership. How- 
the principle of the separation of church- and state was 
arly expressed in our basic law and-has become traditional in 
ican thinking. It has helped both church and state to per- 
their separate functions. For the state has protected the 
tht of the churches freely to criticize, to condemn, or to support 
actions of the state. 


'e Going Berserk? 


his arrangement worked well enough while the state remained 
lthy and while the churches did not stretch their freedom to the 
The i snerican state today is not healthy. Its feeling of inse- 
ity amounts to terror. It is using one-third of its strength 

feverish race to arm itself for violent war in spite of the 
that it holds the entire globe in a vice-like grip and its de- 
aged is far greater than that of any empire in recorded 
ana aed its Invincible Armada to crush Protes- 


oitation. “Jesus” became the carrier of empire. That has been 


rch Christendom. throughout its history. Christendom has | 
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tant England so we threaten to crush Soviet Russia with our, 
Invincible Atom, meanwhile smashing the most elementary reform . 
Movements among hundreds of millions of people all over the i 
world. ; hy 


£ 


Our disease, says Wallace, is “military fascism at the service 


_ of monopoly capitalism, controlling the very life blood of the eco- 4 
_ nomic body and directing the thoughts and feelings of the Miia 
bulk of the people who think and work at the good pleasure of a 
theif masters. The control is none the less real when it is exer- 
cised inside the velvet glove and there is apparent freedom for 
a press, radio and movie setup which presents chiefly only one 
side of the picture.” — Re 4 


Holy Soothing Syrup ; ; 
We are not ourselves anymore. And we don’t dare tell our- — 


selves what we are. To hide from our people the rude nasty things 4 
we are doing, the murder of striking workers in Greece, the kill- 4 
ing of defenseless women and children in China, the enslavement 
of Pacific Islanders, we feed ourselves dope about Communism 
and the Salvation of Christian Culture. But all our dope cannot 
_deaden the voice of conscience. It is that Accuser which is driv-. 
ing our temperature higher every day. cs 


Renewing an Old Partnership 


Now at this moment when the American state is shaking 
fever along comes the Roman Catholic Church which condemns the 
Separation of church and state anyway, and which has often come — 
to the rescue of sick states, including the Roman Empire, and 
makes an offer of partnership. We must remember that he 
‘American state has become the projector and protector of the 
new-type cartel feudalism. We must remember too that the Roman 
Church was for a thousand years a specialist in the old-type la nd 
feudalism and it is like chickens coming home to roost when the 
new feudalism appeals to her to sanctify the things it wants to do. © 


Wall Street to Rome a 


Some of us who began to notice the encroachments of R 
ism during the past fifteen years of Democratic rule had fon 
hoped that a Republican rule might be a change for the better, — 
but we have been disillusioned. We have noted that the great 
champion of a Western Catholic European union is the chairman 
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_ Dulles. We have noticed that the federal aid bill which would 
grant direct subsidy to parochial schools in every state was spon- 
sored by the Protestant Senator Aiken from the rock-ribbed Re- 
publican state of Vermont. We have been astonished to hear the 
I Republican presidential aspirant, Harold Stassen, mount the ros- 


the recall of Myron Taylor. We have seen Tom Dewey courting 
_ the Catholic Polish vote. And we are learning too that while one 
side of Wall Street is worked by the Republicans and the other 
by the Democrats, Rome plays no favorites. A Baptist Demo- 
erat will serve the cartels, both secular and sacred, just as well 
but no better than an Episcopalian Republican. 


Broken Spell 
ia So we have been frustrated. We had no place to put our relig- 
ious freedom for safe-keeping, just as the ordinary decent Amer- 


frustrated and sick at heart. 
_ Then Henry Wallace stepped forward and broke the spell with 
the voice of authentic honesty. He offered to the American peo- 


‘and war. He blasted a road out of the political jungle, a road,on 
which the American people can walk to a world of freedom and 


sense into people. However, we can count on God to furnish some 
interesting and highly instructive events in America and through- 

t the world during 1948 or between 1948 and 1952 which may 
lene the conscience of America or at least re-awaken its 


a ourselves as others have seen us since Hiroshima. Our aggres- 
sions throughout the world may involve us so deeply and in such 
numbers that they may no longer be hidden from the eyes of our 


se ve these aggressions. This has already happened in Canada. 
floreover there may be reverses in the execution of our policy. 
Unexpected strength abroad and unexpected weakness at home. 


ican had no place to put his decency for safe-keeping.. We were _ 


ple an alternative to its present bi-partisan policy of inflation — 


the backswing of the pendulum towards sanity. These and all n 
kinds of other unforeseen events may lift and carry the present 


Wallace groundswell to victory. Fee ok F “a 
WALLACE THE INTERPRETER i i 
As interpreters of what we believe to be true Protestantism we) 


have a very special interest in Wallace’s candidature. We have — 
believed and have acted on the belief that Protestant Christian-~ 
ity has a definite and positive contribution to make to the pres- © 
ent rising of the world’s people against their oppressors. We 
believe the duty of Protestantism is not to stand beside the 
oppressor and while blessing his exploitation of the people per-— 
haps to mitigate it in some slight degree. That was the position ~ 
of the Roman Church with respect to the feudal lords. True — 
Protestantism can bless neither the cartels nor either of the _ 
two parties catering to the cartels. 

Before Wallace true Protestantism had no possible political 
expression. There was no voice for its common sense, no one to. 
speak its shame in our foreign policy or its determination to 
bring this nation back to the ways of peace. So we give thanks 
to God for giving us a great spokesman and leader at a time 
of sore need, a man of whom every American can say with deep 
pride: this is an American. The common man outside this conti- 
nent is on the march while here his feet have dragged. But watch © 
him now—since Wallace has cleared the road, has named the goal, 
has called to the people. age 

There will be meetings throughout the land. Meetings large and j 
small. Meetings at crossroads, in village and town hall. The” 
drums will roll for plenty. The trumpet will sound peace. The - 
voice of America will rise in a chorus of world brotherhood. 
The deep heart of America knows that what’s in Washington ~ 
today is wrong and that Wallace is right. That heart will find 
its voice, its vote! 


The Heart of America 


True Protestantism then, speaking for the deep heart of Amer- 
ica, will take its place by the side of the rising people. The © 
separation of church and state does not restrict the right of the 
churchman nor relieve him of the duty to approve or reprove the” 
statesman as his actions obey or disobey the people’s will. Under 
Roosevelt the state tried to move out of the leading strings of j 
Big Business and Big Church and to obey in some degree the deep 
will of the people. But since Roosevelt’s death Big Business an 


‘Big Church surrounded by the armed services have moved in on +f 
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the state and have killed every vestige of its freedom. 

It is this that we, as independent churchmen, have been com- 
_ pelled to condemn. Since an attitude of condemnation carries 
_ with it a spiritual recoil which becomes depressing and can pro- 
_ duce unease, even disease, in ourselves and in our spiritual 
_ company we are deeply grateful to Henry Wallace for giving us 
the chance to give wholehearted approval and blessing to a man 
of the state who will lead the American Resistance to Fascism 
4 before, not after, it has forced resistance underground. 


Wallace Will Save Capitalism 


_ Of course we must not forget that Wallace intends to do many 
things which when he finds himself in office he will be unable to 
do. We must be ready for this so that we will not be disillusioned. 
The statesman’s margin of freedom of action in America is small. 
Roosevelt used that freedom to save capitalism from itself. Wal- 
Ta ace will do the same. That is all we can expect. What goes on 
in Washington today is not in the interest of capitalism. Present 
Washington policies merely indulge the wild fancies of capital- 
[ ism’s menopause. Once over this period and under - the control 
Wallace will save capitalism. But that is not why we sup- 
port Wallace. We support him because in saving capitalism he 


|b Rolopical warfare. 


Killing in the Name of Christ 


Russia has offered universal disarmament. Why do we not 
accept it? It is because our world cartels have set up a game 
salled reckless exploitation and they want to keep on playing it. 
The game depends upon Kecpine peoples ignorant, divided, preju- 
di ced. 

his is the second occasion in modern times that Russia has 
advocated universal disarmament. Strange .for people who, we 
say, rely on force to push their ideas in the world! We, carriers 
of Christianity, answer by feverishly building the biggest machine 
for mass killing ever dreamed of. 

heed Wallace quotes David Lawrence, the conservative editor 
f the United States News: “The rule of force is today domi- 
t. President Truman speaks it. General Marshall speaks it. 


Secretary Patterson speaks it. Our whole government is begin- . 


ning to adopt the philosophy that the United States must have 
big army, navy and air force. What for? .. . It must be that 
e Pp hilosophy of force, instead of reason, and that military dem- 


will save the world from the inconceivable horror of atomic and 


a a new New Deal capitalism has some years of service in it yet. - 
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onstration, instead of language of reason and justice or self denial, 
is foremost. This is the only solution that Hitler found for Ger- 
many’s troubles. . . . Militarism is beginning to infiltrate rap- ~ 


idly into our democratic system. . . .” 


The Mess We're In 


Wallace pushes this to its conclusion when he says that “The — 
congress, by setting up the National Security Council and its 
affiliate, the National Security Resources Board, has ended the- 
type of US which we have heretofore known and turned it over 
to the military and to those gentlemen who spend most of their 
lives working for the big financial houses, and the industrialists — 
who shift, with startling ease, to Washington, where like chame- 
leons, they take on whatever political coloring may be expedient — 
at the moment.” He continues: “Hundreds of millions of Euro- 
peans wait in fear and trembling as the two great giants prepare 
to trample the remnants of European civilization into the ground.” 


The Way Out 


But Wallace neither fears nor trembles, “The shackles have 
not yet been snapped over our wrists. We are still free to move. 
We can still organize without the danger of being -put in jail. 
Only by a large vote for the new party in 1948 can we stop the 
drive of thé military fascists to take over the U. S. During the 
past two years they have taken every objective. Now it is our 
turn.” 


WALLACE ANB THE COMMUNISTS 


Wallace will accept the Communist vote. He could not well do 
otherwise in a country with a free franchise. It happens that 
Communists have made a splendid reputation for themselves 
among the common people of Europe in the resistance move- 
ments, In this country they have organized much if not most of 
whatever resistance has developed against our imperialist foreign 
policy. People say their “methods are wrong.” THE PROTESTANT 
understands something about that. How frequently we have bee 
told that our goals are fine but our “methods are wrong!” The 
people who tell us this usually avoid “wrong methods” by doing 
nothing. ' 

In laying down the anti-fascist battle lines some time ago we 
said that we would be glad to work with any groups who w re 
honestly fighting fascism. In Europe the most devout Christians 
worked in the underground shoulder to shoulder with an 


Boies _ EDITORIALS Sif 9. 
nists. In the common fight they found a common ground beneath 
their differences of thought. 


_ Anti-fascist Unity 
The common ground has been lost wherever the lie is believed 
that Communism and Nazism are the same. THE PROTESTANT 
nailed that lie long ago. It might be a good thing if independent 
thinkers from both camps could meet and seek to find what it is 
in their thinking which over and over again throws them to- 
gether in a@ common fight against a common enemy. A great deal 
of thought has been.expended upon the differences which divide 
. these two groups and not sufficient attention to what unites them. 
_ The mental habits developed by the Communists in the war- 
fare first against the Czarist tyranny and then against one after 
another of the capitalistic and then. fascist enemies are of neces- 
sity tough mental habits. These habits are hard to live with. 
But this toughness is found among all anti-fascist fighters, not 
merely among Communists. As the average American becomes 
involved in this fight and becomes acquainted with the various 
escape mechanisms of those who would like ‘to be called liberals 
but are loath to take the consequences of their liberal actions 
he is apt to take on some of the qualities of hardness with which 
he was once impatient. 

_ Jesus took on some of these qualities as he plaited a whip 
which he later used on the money-changers who after all were 
only following the customs of the day for which they were not 
responsible. His anger must have been a cold anger. Something 
of that anger of Jesus will necessarily characterize the honest 
Christian liberal the whole floor of whose liberalism slides away 
fr om under his feet as he watches his fellow-liberals sweating in 
the service of the Truman-Marshall anti-Comintern. 

The Rev. Wilfred Wakefield, our Chicago Chairman, has just 
returned from Prague. While there he visited the new building 
of an old persons’ home. The superintendent of the home was 
Communist, and after Mr. Wakefield had asked some ques- 
tions the superintendent said to the interpreter: “Is Mr. Wake- 
field a Communist?” The interpreter said “No, why do you ask 
that?” “Well, he asks the questions that a Communist would 
Most people ask about the mechanics of the building, the 
kitchen, the elevators, and so on, whereas Mr. Wakefield wants 
to know about the human side of the institution. That’s why I ~ _ 
thought he must be a Communist.” 
Well, this story has a moral, of course. It is not that we Chris- 
tians should give up our Christianity and become Communist. 
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But it does mean that both Communist and Christian can improve 
both themselves and each other if they become acquainted with 
each other. 

But supposing, for the sake of argument, that the Communists 
were like the early Christians, not at all nice people to know, still 
Wallace would be right in accepting their aid in preventing the 
spread of today’s world conflagration into an atomic war. The - 
present war in China will likely take as great a toll of human 
lives as World War II. Our military fingers are itching to try 
out the atom bomb. Tempers are strained East and West. We 
must remember that something may happen by accident that. will — 
look as if it happened by intention. The index finger of one boy 
may release death for a million people. Such a thing would throw 
the world into a berserk madness. Weapons undreamt of in our 
worst nightmares, germs, cosmic disturbances, agents of all kinds 
of paralysis and death will be let loose. 

It is Wallace’s greatness that he keeps his eye on this issue 
of world incendiarism and will permit nothing to keep him from 
fighting it. To ostracize American Communists would be no sspe- 
cial help in talking to the Russians and how can one fight incen- 
diarism without talking to the Russians. 

Wallace has an understanding of Russia and is understood by 
the Russian people. He is the logical man to talk to the Russians. 
We believe such a talk could and would lift from mankind the 
horrible nightmare which lies heavy on its sleep. 


CHRISTIANS—DIVIDE! 


Protestants aré confronted with the paradox that in order to 
keep the church out of politics they must enter politics far enough 
to compel Washington to stop giving them the brush off. 

Over and over again Protestant groups have demanded that 
Truman recall the Taylor embassy to the Pope. Truman doesn’t 
pay the slightest attention. 1275 Protestant ministers and many 
thousands of Protestant laymen petitioned Truman to stop giv- 
ing the Papacy stature as a moral force when the whole world 
knows the Papacy was a leader and remains a leader among the © 
forces which prepared and brought about the rise of Fascism — 
and Nazism. Truman didn’t even bother to reject this petition. | 
He just ignored it. j 

If a Roman bishop sneezes, the entire country cries gesundheit! — 
But when a thousand Protestant clergymen make a serious demand . 
they are either ignored or told to run along and sell their papers. bh 

What’s the ‘answer? The average answer has been: why don’t — ; 
we Protestants get together and assert ourselves ? 
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«= We heave Heard ae) ‘ery: Chiistians, unite! But have we Heer 
told for what? Don’t you wonder why the great money masters 


; fan churches support corruption in China and are opposed to the 
_ world revolution against injustice? Should we unite with cor- 


of dividing, of separating the wheat from the chaff ? F 

THE PROTESTANT says: Cartel-Protestantism must be aban- 
_ doned. The true Protestantism must denounce it fearlessly so 
that the people may not be lost and uncomforted- of spiritual lead- 
_ ership in their historic struggle for justice. 

4 We say, divide from the Big Business “Christianity” of Amer- 
ican Imperialism, and unite with those true Christians who espouse 
_ the peoples’ cause. Stand fast with them! Comfort them! Inspire 
and instruct them! Leave those others whom power and riches 
a have corrupted. Come away from their councils for they have hard- 
_ ened their hearts. a 


They talk about the dignity of man while their hands throttle 
the innocent.’ In the depths of their eyes is a cloud where they 
hide in terror of the Accuser who judges them there. They bless 
and comfort those who frame and exploit labor, who murder 
Negroes in cold blood, who break the wrists of those who agitate 
for a living wage, who organize mass lying about the workers’ 
republics and the movements of peoples toward freedom. 

They are not Christ’s. He is not theirs. They belong to the 
other party. Not all the oil in the world can anoint them into 
_ Christ’s party. They must be challenged for Christ’s own sake, for 
His name’s sake. 

Too many big shot moneymen are also big shot elders in our 
Protestant churches. These moneymen think their biggest pro- 
tection against the wrath of their victims is the church, especially 
the Roman Church. And that is why they cling like frightened 
kids to the petticoats of the archbishops. 


"Socialist" and "Theological" Friends of Reaction - 


~ They will gladly risk the death of Protestantism if only they 
ean be sure of the death of socialism. And whatever their “social- 
ist” friends (like Norman Thomas and the writers in The New 
eader) say about socialism being dead in Russia, they, the big 
shots, are quite sure in their own minds that socialism is ee 
in Russia, : 

a These big shots, planning war on Russia, roar with laughter 
1s their “socialist” friends absolve them of any desire to harm 


are foremost in this demand? And have you asked why-our Chris- 


_ ruption and injustice? Or is this rather a time of testing, of sifting, — 


Don’t be fooled by their knowledge of the language of piety. 
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ie “socialism. And they get a great kick out of the antics of Protes 


Me WALLACE AND THE LIBERALS 


' Which forbids any proper recognition of the historical role of the — 


tant theologians who give birth to the marvelous theory tha ia 
Communism is just another form of Nazism. That is just what _ 
the doctor ordered. 3 er 
_ What better sponsorship could they obtain for their war of 

Containment? True Protestantism will disassociate itself from 
such sponsorship and will come out from among them! : 


~ 


These “socialists” and “theologians” have undermined the com- 
‘Mon sense of some of our American people. A more subtle under- 
mining by “liberals” has been long prepared and is now bearing 
bitter fruit. ia 
For throughout World War -II the liberal mind developed a 
technique of squaring off beautifully and then sitting down. ig 
was not mere ineptitude. It served the enemy even better than 


<, 


the “socialist” or “theologian.” It dispersed the flood of moral — 
indignation from a channel where it could bear traffic, into-a senti 
mental swamp. F 5 a 

The writings of these liberals were guided by two fears, first E 
an agony of apprehension less they be caught in company with a — 
Communist. Second a deep respect for the taboos of the status — 
quo which permitted them to be liberals, particularly the taboo | 


Papacy in the rise of the world anti-democratic movement. sea 

Therefore we should not be too surprised today to see their 
embarrassment as Wallace precipitates the issue of American 
politics crystal clear. Wallace is offering to these liberals wha 
they have asked for and they refuse it. ae 


0+0=0 


Max Lerner, for instance, (PM, January 15) sees in the recent 
talk and actions of President Truman “the alarming pattern of 
an economy in which the talk is about social welfare . . . but in 
which most of the national funds... are being spent for war.” 
He blames the Republicans for “the shattering of price controls.’ 
He blames the Democrats for the military program which is spend 
ing $11 to $15 billion in the American markets and driving prices” 
up. But then he avoids the issue of this argument which is the — 
necessity of a third party. f 


iS 


Truman's Misery 


Lerner has a piece entitled “Truman: A Revaluation” 
January 28). It is obviously intended to be taken as a piec 


as 
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Beerious political writing. ayia times he repeats “Harry 8S. Tru- 
/ man is not a great man.” Three times. It is unnecessary. And 
4 a is as He starts with the proposition that Truman has a 
“misery.” His “problem after Roosevelt’s death was how to be 
- unlike Roosevelt as possible and yet not fall too ludicrously short 
of Roosevelt’s achievement.’”’ Lerner: doesn’t say why it was a 


a self in office in place of (vice) the president who had died, why 
- was it not his duty to try to carry out that president’s policies? 
- Lerner says that when FDR died the people “strained for sore 
sort of father-image to replace him.” That is nonsense. The people 
did feel a personal loss in the death of Roosevelt but there was 
no limit in their good-will towards Truman. 

Lerner says Truman is “one of the folks,” but to be really one 
of the folks is to be well on the way to being a great man, whereas 
according to Lerner’s own analysis Truman is a crafty, ruthless, 
_ clannish, timorous, small-minded kowtower to brass and big 
- money. 


| A Great Big Cat 

‘ Lerner says that the Republicans were about to red-bait the 
- Democrats and to defend himself Truman developed the “Truman 
ee, got tough with Russia. This pleased everybody and got 
“an impressive support from the press.” It served as.the basis 
ie for a bi-partisan policy which “called off the Republican dogs, 
~ and—most important—getting Truman out from under the ‘brave 
allies’ spirit of Yalta and Potsdam and away from the shadow 
| of FDR.” 

Well, it did stop red-baiting, at the cost of making an ersatz 


} was the brave allies spirit which augured-peace for the world. 
Can it be that Lerner wants war? 


cies from their effect as tactics. The policies themselves seem to 
him “dangerous and self-defeating.” He even admits that “the 


- might break them—and at the same time break Truman politi- 
cally.” Conclusion: Truman is the instrument of war. 
So Lerner makes out a perfect case for a Third Party and 


‘itan choice to succeed himself. It is not anything that Truman 


j problem for Truman to be unlike Roosevelt. Since he found him- — 


fe Lerner tries to separate the merit or validity of Truman’s poli-— 


It is something that Taft and Wherry, Halleck and Tobey ~* + 


. 
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and Knutson did. They “worked out a labor-prices-taxes program 
that stank in the nostrils of the people and was a heaven-sent ~ 
delight to Harry Truman,” giving him “exactly the margin of 
distance from the Republicans that -he needed.” 

A margin however which is merely verbal because the very day 
Lerner wrote his piece Truman dismissed Marriner Eccles as 
Federal Reserve Board Chairman. A week before, he fired Landis. 
Apart from all of Roosevelt’s cabinet members whom he got rid 

of early in the game (except Wall Street’s Forrestal whom he 
boosted to Secretary of National Defense) he fired Dillon S. Meyer, 
William H. Davis, Chester Bowles, Wilson W. Wyatt, all good 
men, and hired hundreds of colonels and capitalists. In other — 
words whatever Truman may talk he walks the way Wall Street 
wants him to walk. He walks straight to war. 

Yet Lerner says, “It is outrageous to see him “attacked dishon- 
estly and indiscriminately by the Third Party people.in order to 
‘round out a tweedle-dum tweedle-dee argument.” 

After calling Wallace “a wretched tactician” Lerner Says, rather — 
irrelevantly, “If my readers believe him infallible, they are free 
to do so. I cannot.” But doesn’t this sound a bit shrill? No one 
has called Wallace infallible or even a great tactician. But it may 
well turn out that his European trip was one of the greatest 
manoeuvers ever carried out in American political life. This is 


seek their franchise. 


Marshall Plan Part of Cold War 


Saul K. Padover, another PM editorialist, calls the Marshall 
Plan an act of vision and statesmanship . . . humane and neces- 
Sary ... “worthy of a great nation, and one never before under- 
taken by any great nation.” But Padover finds later “that it has 
become—and perhaps tt was from the very beginning—an integral 
part of the cold war now waged, against Russia. It is, in effect, 
the economic front of that war.” Reconstruction of the German 
economy is one of the keystones of the plan. Quoting Secretary © 
of the Army Royall: “Our interest lies in encouraging Germany ¢ 
‘and the other nations of Europe to have systems of free com- — 
petitive enterprise,” Padover comments, “Here, we have the whole 
_ program in a nutshell.” Sie 


a) ¢ 


Then Padover asks who will buy German products. The Danu- 
bian Balkan area and the Slavic east, once great markets for 
erman goods, are out. Will Britain and America admit German 
goods to compete with British and American goods elsewhere in 
e world? That is one dilemma hiding quietly in the nutshell. 
_ Another dilemma is that the German question cannot be solved 
until the United States and the Soviet Union come to terms 
ecause as things are, with the cold war between the two, “each 
vill be pulling Germany in an opposite direction, and the result 
ean only be an unceasing drain on our treasury, a continuation 
of chaos in Europe, and a crippling of the Marshall Plan.” 

- But since that was what the plan was all about in the first 
place why worry about crippling it? There’s the “liberal” mind 
for you. f 

_ Padover calls the Truman Doctrine “heedless” as if to say it 
n’t meant to be what it is: a new version of the fascist anti- 
yomintern. 

He calls our intervention in Greece a “Greek tragedy.” Why 
not call it American pro-fascist aggression? That is what it 
means to us as Americans. He says, “The American people bought, 
with a reluctance that did honor to its sound instincts, the Tru- 
na Doctrine, on the grounds that money and materials alone 
would suffice to stop Communist infiltration in Greece.” He admits 
that the Greek government is a gang of fascist thieving murder- 
ers. He tells the story itself in a forthright manner. The facts 
‘all there but when he comes to pick them up they slide through 
his fingers. He repeats the old cliche about ‘“‘Communism and 


spokesmen shoot into their arms just before making a Rotary 
k. Surely Padover knows better. 
‘4 We do not believe that the American people ever bought the 

'ruman Doctrine. We do not believe the American people ever 
had a chance to buy our anti-Soviet foreign policy. The Ameri- 
jean people have been “high-pressured” into both these commodi- 
|ties exactly as they are sold commodities by radio hucksters who 
‘keep beating their ears with certain trademarks until like Pavy- 
lov’s dog they have been conditioned. They never had any choice. 
they were never given the facts on which to base a choice. They 
yant a cereal, so it’s itsybitsies. They want a foreign policy, so 
t's Trumanism. 

I. F. Stone, PM December 21, said the Marshall Plan is a pro- 
gram in which every thoughtful American may take pride... 
but it is a shame that it must be sold on the low level of an appeal 
o fi ht Communism.” Then, relapsing, the plan “deserves the 
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the chaos upon which it thrives.” This is the dope the NAM ~™ 
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fullest support of all progressive elements. It represents the only 
hope of European revival.” Then later, in the same editorial, 
“without economic controls at home, the Marshall Plan will fail 
abroad. The plan will also fail if the administration . . - SO whips 
- up anti-Soviet feeling as to make more difficult the resumption 
to normal trade” between East and West. If, he says. 

Sam Grafton’s column (N. ¥. Post, Dec. 4) implied clearly that 
it was all right to be afraid of Russia provided one was not “just” 
afraid of Russia. There is a sharp difference between love for 
democracy and a “mere fear of Russia.” “To love freedom is 
quite another matter from merely being scared of Russia.” EG 
means stopping Russia for the sake of freedom, not for the sake 

of ourselves.” 

- So Grafton furnishes reaction with good reasons for “stopping 
Russia.” But look at the map. Is Russia in Panama? Mexico? 
Canada? Or is America in Turkey? Greece? Iran? Saudi Ara- 
bia? The problem is not to stop Russia, but to stop “Hiroshima” 
Harry. . 

Grafton, the virtuoso of paradox, lays it on the linotype that 
in Truman’s message to the nation “the gap between the par- 
ties suddenly shows like open water.”  Wallace’s comment: 
“Actually Mr. Truman stuck his hand out of the window to signal 
a left turn, waved to. a few pedestrian progressives but didn’t 
turn left.” 


WHY TRUE PROTESTANTS WILL SUPPORT WALLACE 

The modern world, child of Reformation and Revolution, is 
in very real and immediate danger of being done to death. The 
church should stay out of politics, but since part of the church 
is in politics and is in politics for the purpose of frustrating the 
people’s revolution and of bringing the world under the yoke of 
fascism, therefore we are compelled, as ministers of churches, 
to enter the political arena to the extent of Supporting that can- 
didate and that party, Henry Wallace and his Third Party, which 
stands unequivocally against the clerical-fascist plot. 

THE PROTESTANT believes in the integrity of Henry Wallace, 
in his independence of mind and in the sincerity of his purpose. 
We believe that Harry Truman and his Democratic Party have 
delivered the United States straight into the hands of the bank- 
ers, bishops, and soldiers. Roosevelt preserved a small margin © 
of freedom of action which he held in trust for the people. 
Truman has squandered this margin and has abdicated completely. 
Some Protestants still nourish the illusion, because most of the 
northern city Tammanies are Democratic and Catholic, that 


. 
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Republicanism stands for political purity and independence from 
clerical domination. This is a complete illusion. We shall never 
know half the story of the corroding influence of clericalism upon 
_ American politics. The clericals have always played both sides 
3 of every political fence. This is their ancient strategy. They 
_ always prepare for all eventualities. Indeed they will not leave 
_ Wallace and his Third Party alone. They will plant their agents 
@ in every important Wallace committee not merely to sabotage his 
- movement but to be there in case he wins. 


Knowing these things, it is up to the Protestant people of 
_ America as well as all others who want America to stay free from 
clerical and banker domination to grasp the opportunity furnished 
_ them by Henry Wallace, to join his party and make it the present 
_ political expression of the great American tradition of freedom 
and friendship at home and abroad. 


WILL AMERICA BETRAY PALESTINE? 


"7 HE PROTESTANT joined in the concensus of Jewish opinion which 
favored the partition of Palestine. It was far from the best 
solution of the question. We preferred the Ihud solution advo- 
eated by Dr. Judah L. Magnes of the Jewish-Arab federation. But 
we went along with the UN Partition Plan as it seemed the de- 
sire of the vast majority of American Jewry and as it appeared 
_ to be politically feasible. 

And now even while the numerous questions of. boundaries, 
roads, water rights, Holy Places, are being examined, the Jews 
in Palestine are menaced by well-armed Arab states which are 
receiving additional arms today from Britain. The U.S.A. bans 
shipments of arms to both Jews and Arabs, and this of course 
_ operates in favor of the Arabs. 

- So, while waiting for the UN Committee to divide Palestine, 
we may witness another holocaust of the Jews throughout the 
_Near East. 

— Can it be possible that this whole thing was planned by “Chris- 
’ tian” elements in the Foreign Office and State Department? Can 
the worst fears of THE PROSTESTANT have been justified? 

We have dared to point to the following thesis of Political 
Christendom: The Jewish Diaspora is ordained of God and is to re- 
main in force until the Jews accept-Christ as the Messiah. There- 


~~ 
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Ks : 
fore a Jewish Palestine is at the present time a mockery of God. 
Palestine is the Homeland of Christ, not of those who rejected 
Him. They may not stay there... even if they must be forcibly 


removed. If they stubbornly resist the will of God .. . then they 


must take the consequences. That is the Thesis. : 
Yes, it sounds fantastic in these modern days. But unbelievable 
nightmares these days are quite ordinary occurrences. 
Why do Wwe keep pointing to this thesis? Because we want 
proof from the State Department that it is not acting on this 


thesis. We want immediate and ample protection for Palestine from 


the Security Council of the United Nations. 

Therefore we can in good conscience call upon Jewry itself and 
upon true non-political Christians to demand the truth from the 
U. S. State Department, not the word-truth but the action-truth. 
Now! Time let slip by in this matter is plain murder. 

It is for the UN Security Council to protect the inalienable 
right of Jewish Palestine to open its gates to the home-returning 


dispersed remnant of its people. 


The conscience of free non-political Christendom can no longer 
bear the burden of this unending crime. ' 

In the name of 5600 ministers of THE PROTESTANT pledged 
to stop anti-Semitism, we demand an end mow to the double-talk 
and deceit of the governments of Britain and America! 


LUCE'S ADVICE TO JEWS < 


IFE magazine recently published an editorial on anti-Semitism. 

Many will see it and say how nice for Mr. Luce to write it. 
More will glance through it and say what a sittin 2 liberal Mr. Luce 
is to put in a word for the Jews. 

If you study this editorial you will come to a different con- 
clusion. The first thing you may notice is that it tells a glaring 
and terrible untruth by making a terrible and glafing omission. — 
It says that modern political anti-Semitism stems from the pro- 
tocols of the elders of Zion, the race theories of Huston Chamber- 
lain and other antecedents of the Nazi insanity, whereas the truth — 
is that modern political anti-Semitism stems directly from the 
anti-Semitism of Austro-fascism under Monsignor Seipel whose 
Christian Social Party was the hotbed in which germinated the 
religious anti-Semitism which was later joined to racial anti- 
Semitism but which was more dangerous as religious anti-Semiti 
even than when later on it became racial. More dangerous I 
because the religious soil in which it grows is spread all o 
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the world and therefore the seed can fly from country to country 
and sprout once more.to yield its evil fruit. 

_ To call it Nazi insanity is to make it seem that it could not 
happen to sane people, is to put its appearance here in America 


“The political anti-Semitism never got much foothold in the 
United States, and its local practitioners, Pelly, Winrod and the 
rest, while still publishing quantities of slimy periodicals seem 
to have lost rather than gained ground since the war.” Thus Life 
magazine brushes off political anti-Semitism as a possible danger 
to the United States. 

_ Life has to fill up three columns in its editorial and so it goes 


the worst kind of snobbery, saying that we must be tolerant and 
‘that we must permit, indeed we must prize what “it calls “the 
‘seventh avenue dress manufacturers and the bearded orthodox 


and skin colors.” 

So big-hearted is Life magazine! It not only will-put up with 
but will enjoy the thought of its tolerance for seventh avenue dress 
manufacturers and orthodox rabbis with cute little beards. But 
this is not the ominous part of the editorial. That is found in 
the end in which Mr. Luce scolds the Jewish religion because it 
fell into a modern secularism and is now in a travail of finding 
‘its way back to a firmer base. 

_ There is something then that the ‘Jew must do and that is 
in the final paragraph although one would need to read it through 
‘several times before finding out what the Jew must do in order 
to solve the question of anti-Semitism. The editorial says that he 
must acquire dignity and “dignity is not merely a product of 
environment. It is what makes and changes environment and is 
more likely to change it by individual assertion, as through a 
work of art, than by group manipulation, as through a Hollywood 
tract. That kind of dignity rests on the individual’s relation to 


Our question is, what does the author of this article really re- 
quire from the Jew? The American of Jewish faith—6,000,000 
of his co-religionists just murdered by Western European Chris- 
tian clerical-fascists who in their brave defense of civilization 
from Judeo-Bolshevism had the Christian fortitude to ally them- 


Pour nations nor groups.” 


Vienna, the place we now call the bulwark of the West—this Amer- 
ice $ Jew is advised by Mr. Luce of Life magazine and Union 


_ beyond the realm of possibility. In fact Mr. Luce goes on to say 


on in a pretense of anti- snobbery but which is really in tHis case — 


rabbi, the grimy sweaty workmen and the men of other eye slants . 


his universe, his God. It reaches from man to man and knows. 


‘selves with the beast—not the beast of Berlin but the beast of 2 
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Theological Seminary, the apostle of the new Christian anti-_ 
Comintern that he, the Jew, must get right with God—must have 
dignity. This in a sermon on the Christian sin of anti-Semitism, 
the crime for which Western Christian civilization should go in 

sackcloth and ashes. No sackcloth and ashes for Mr. Luce or his | 
pal, Mr. John Foster Dulles just returned from visiting the French 

military Jesuits whose new anti-Comintern will know exactly what 

to do to help the Jews achieve dignity. 

Shame on these hypocrites! 


DOROTHY THOMPSON AND THE RED BISHOP 


2 a current article, Dorothy Thompson says that Communism 
is against*Christianity and that it cries out “Down with all the 
ethics of the past!” We have just read a little book on Soviet 
education which teaches ethics to the Russian children. The _ 
morality which this book dins into the Soviet kiddies is exactly — 
the morality which was taught to little Dottie Thompson when she 
was in pigtails. All the old lines from her copy book are there 
in the Soviet copy book. One which she might do well to remem- — 
ber, honesty is the best policy. For in reporting a meeting of THE 
. PROTESTANT last year in her column she turned the facts exactly ~ 
inside out. When given the correction, the newspapers carrying ~ 
her column, following the ethics of our great truthful press, 

ignored it. 
Miss Thompson confuses Christianity with its present formal 


more than a mere intellectual confusion. Here is one: “To’ Chris- — 
tianity we owe the very concept of the ‘gentleman’, and may our 
country and what’s left of the West never see what it means to 
be ruled by those who have in them no trace of a gentlemanly 
‘prejudice.’” So click your heels gentlemen, bow from the waist, 
and cultivate the proper prejudices. You will get by with Dorothy. 

After exposing herself thus, Miss Thompson continues: “Naked 
terror rules a large part of the once Christian world... Christian 
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_ Now we have always contended that Karl Marx stands in the 
tradition of the Hebrew prophets. And this Bulgarian Bishop may 
E, pre in touch with the truth that will at once bring the real spirit 

_of Christ to the masses and at the same time bring new invigora- 
tion to his church. Christianity has long called in theory for a 
4 revolution among men, but has always gagged at the real revolu- 
ptign when it came. Here is something new: A Christian bishop 
actually hailing the determination of men to be men and not 


“gentlemen.” 


ROME STOOPS TO KIDNAP . 


© 


] HE Roman Catholic church is always talking of the sacredness 
of the natural rights of parents. Yet the Roman Catholic Mis- 
; sion of the Immaculate Virgin and the New York Foundling Hospi- 
tal have taken custody of three Armenian children against the 
wishes of their parents. Bishop Tiran of the Armenian church 
of religious freedom.” We shall call it kidnapping, and let it go 
at that. 
_ The theft of these children calls our attention to the fact that 
thousands of Armenians are leaving this country and going back 
to Russia for the simple reason that they prefer the Russian 
pe of democracy to the kind of democracy they have found in 
America. One of the Armenians is Hamportzoon Choolokian. He 
was scheduled to return to Armenia on November 1, 1947. Every- 
thing was o.k. with the State Department,and with~the Soviet 
Consulate. Now it happened that Mr. Choolokian’s wife 
had been confined to a state hospital as a mental patient. Be- 
-eause of this and because he had two other children at home to 
eare for the father had requested the Welfare Department to look 
after his children. Although the children were reared and baptized 
as Armenian Christians, they were placed with the two Roman 
Catholic institutions. He had made attempts to have them trans- 
ferred, but without success. In the hearing the judge was inter- 
ested to know why Mr. Choolokian wanted to go back to Armenia. 


amily there. I bring my whole family, I going to be very safe, 
jappy, and my kids going to be very happy and very safe there.” 
Mr. Choolokian got a lawyer, Samuel M. Blinken, who went to bat 
for him and found out that the Welfare Department and the U.S. 
Go ernment and the New York State Hygiene Department had 


of North America calls this a “blatant violation of the principle — 


The answer was: “I wish to go there because I got my whole ~ 


22 
*Choolokian in a private car to the ship’s doctor and nurse who — 
would attend her on the trip. The Soviet Consulate in New York : 
guaranteed in writing to the Welfare Department that the children — 
would receive the fullest care and attention after they had arrived ; 
in Soviet Armenia. Finally on October 31, 1947 the Welfare : 
Department issued an order for the release of the children to their 
father. But when Mr. Choolokian went for the children he found 
that the Catholic institutions would not let them go. Why? Be- — 
cause the people in these institutions didn’t like where the chil- — 
drep were going. : 

So Mr. Blinken got two writs of habeas corpus returnable Novem-_ 
ber 1, 1947 at 8 a.m. before Justice Lumbard. The boat was to 

il at 10 that morning. In the hearing an attorney for the two-_ 


_ Catholic institutions said that Mr. Choolokian “seeks to take said ed 


children into a foreign country presently operating under a system — 
of law and education wholly different” from that in the United 
States . . . and that the children would not receive the same 
“spiritual” and other care as they were receiving here. Mr. Blinken 
said that this was “unheard of in American jurisprudence and — 
without the slightest legal sanction.” He said the Catholic institu- a 
tions were’ wrecking the Choolokian family without regard for 
humanity. The hearing took five hours. Sinee November 1, there — 
have been five hearings. A committee has been formed called “Com- — 
mittee of the Armenian Diocese for the sake of Choolokian Chil- — 
dren.” This case will help Armenians to choose as between America 
and Soviet Armenia when it comes to the question of religious — 
freedom. 
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U. S. SURVEY CURTAINS ROMAN CHURCH | : 


- the official U.S. suryey- on fascism prepared by the Legislative 
Reference Service of the Library of Congress entitled “Fascism | 
in Action” there is a description of the agreement signed by 
Cardinal Pacelli (later Pope Pius XII) and Franz Von Papen 
on July 20, 1933. The survey describes it thus: “The Nazi request | 
for a Concordat with the Vatican was the first step in the destruc- © 
tion of organized Catholicism.” Expressed in this way it is implied 
that the initiative was entirely on the side of the Nazis. The reader 
is led to think: that. the Roman Church had little or no choice i 
the matter. r 
After describing the terms of the Concordat, this official doe 
ment goes on to say, “The treaty brought only a brief respi 
to the church. The Nazis soon began to violate indiscriminately 
the 33 articles of the Concordat.” ‘ 
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Now the fact that the Nazis violated the Concordat and the 
more important’ fact that the Nazis, by appointing Rosenberg 
as cultural head of the Reich, took the play away from the Roman 
Church altogether, does not mitigate the crime of the Roman 
Church in putting its hand in the hand of the brutal and un- z 
scrupulous Hitler. 

The Roman Church violated the maxim “When you sup with the 
devil use a long spoon.” They used no spoon at all but put their 
hands right into the same dish with the bloody hands of the 
Nazis. 

The Roman Catholics were very valuable to the Nazis giving 
that foul movement the most respectable sponsorship available. 
But when their usefulness came to an end they began to get the 
brush-off. Nevertheless the German bishops kept on trying their 
best to keep in with Hitler. We are not saying that the Protestants 
were any better. But we are talking now about the great Roman 
Catholic Church State power which unites 1/3 of a billion people 
throughout the world in its ambition for world power. It must 
be remembered that right up until the end the Concordat remained 
in force. Hitler pointed out that his aid to the churches had in- 
creased from 130 million marks in 1933 to 500 million in 1939. 
As this document correctly points out, Hitler gave money to the 
church in order to give “a semblance of morality” to his acts. 

Hitler bought the church and the church thought it was buying 
Hitler. ; 

To the average by-stander it may not matter who bought whom, 
at what price or with what profit. But the Roman Catholic Church 
and the other churches playing its game here in America could surely 

learn a lesson from this official document. The church has never 
gained anything nor can it gain anything from Concordats with 
governments. The church to be effective must be free to move 
at its will across the entire field of secular life and te bring 
_ its influence to bear in every direction of that life. Once it becomes 
tied in or controlled by the secular world it loses its freedom of 
action and its usefulness as a viaduct for religion has been lost. 


PUSHING CUSHING 


The CIO Publicity Department sends us the published address 
delivered at the Ninth Constitutional Convention of the CIO at 
Boston, Mass., October 13, 1947 by Archbishop Cushing. This is 
_the Archbishop under whose imprimatur the pamphlet by Father 
' Riley advocating restriction of Jews was issued. 
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It is a strange sign of the times that an address by this repre- 
sentative of medieval obscurantism should be published by the CIO 
and be distributed from the office of James B. Carey, CIO secretary- 
treasurer. The role of Mr. Carey in American labor, and of the 
Association of Catholic Trade Unionists which he serves, is 
described by Tom Bledsoe in a series of articles one of whieh 
appears in this issue. : 

The Archbishop’s address seems innocuous. He believes that the 
wage earner should be given steady work. He is against hunger, © 
poverty, cold, disagreement and fear. The address won’t get. the 
Archbishop in wrong with the N.A.M. and ‘it will be a great 
help to the Association of Catholics Trade Unionists who have 
infiltrated both the CIO and the AFL to form a pro-corporativist 
fifth column within the ranks of labor, Let labor take heed lest it 
sow the wind of appeasement and reap the whirlwind of frustration. 


EAST EUROPE PROGRESSES 


Hilary Minc, Polish Minister of Industry said recently that 
Poland and other Eastern European countries are making good 
progress. Poland is trading with all parts of Europe and the 
world. Polish textiles are going to Great Britain and France, 
potatoes to Western Germany, ham and eggs to Great Britain. 
She trades with 26 countries in Europe and adjacent territories. He 
believes that loans should be granted first to the countries Germany 
destroyed and then to Germany. He says “Germany must be re- 
built but after/the others as a matter of economic justice . . . 
the-weakness of the so-called Marshall Plan is that it puts Germany 
first. It makes for obstacles to the internal development of coun- 
tries because political conditions are imposed. The Plan really 
is not a plan but a costly continuation of spending driblets of dol- 
lars at an increased rate. These American investments have not 
brought improved results. Quite the contrary.” Eastern Europe, 
he says, is doing better than other parts of Europe. 


The Polish Socialist Party is going to call an international 
Socialist conference probably in Warsaw, to discuss European 
reconstruction without the Marshall Plan. 


Gunnar Myrdal, Executive Secretary of the Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe is optimistic regarding European recovery, espe- 
cially East-West economic collaboration. He has just been to 
Yugoslavia and praised particularly the recovery effort of that 
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_ the East will be left in a semi-colonial state. Poland, Czechoslovakia 
_ and Yugoslavia particularly will and should be much more indus- 
3 trialist than before. 


of America” broadcasts were wrong. There is nothing the matter 
_ with the Soviet economic system. The recent currency reform was 


_ the dual price system. These will lose 90 per cent of their hoard- 
ings. Those, however, who put their money in saving banks re- 
_ ceived a premium in getting a one for one exchange and those 
_ who get a three to one exchange just about broke even or a little 
% better, because new currency is worth much more than the war- 
time rubles which were called in. Rationing is ended, prices low- 
ered, industrial production has increased and there have been good 


4 Thus the USSR goes on a peace-time economy while the USA 
goes on what Max Lerner calls a brink-of-war economy. 


NEW STAGES BEGINS WELL 


| New Stages Theatre is a producing group which presents plays 
“not likely to be produced on Broadway.” 


_ Their first play was about Galileo, “Lamp At Midnight” by Barrie 
Stavis, directed by Boris Tumarin. It is a powerful indictment 
of clerical obscurantism, but, more than that, it eloquently states 
the endless conflict between power and truth so that Galileo, the 
scientist frustrated by the Roman Church-State, shares this 


booked by city repertoires and university theatres across the 
country. 


The particularly fine acting and direction of this production 


P There are plenty of indications that Fascist Spain is to be in- 
2 uded in the Marshall Plan. Watch for it. ; 


: country. He said that the new Europe will not be one in which 


Alexander Kendrick says in The New Republic that “The Voice 


aimed mainly at speculators who were making a lot of money on, 
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BRITAIN'S LEFT-WING CLERGY 


By FRANK JELLINEK 


“HE Bishop of Chelmsford, a 

high dignitary of the Angli- 
can Church, presided at a sery- 
ice at St. George’s Church, 
Queen’s Square, in London, in 
celebration of the 30th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the 
Union of Socialist Soviet Repub- 
lics. ; 

None of Dr. Henry Wilson’s 
congregation are at all likely to 
be shocked. The Bishop was an 
outstanding supporter of Anglo- 
Russian friendship during the 
war and has remained so since. 


- He is only one of more than 100 


English clergymen who would 
not pass the Truman loyalty 
tests in the United States. 

Dr. Hewlett Johnson, “the 
Red Dean” of Canterbury, is the 
best known of this group inter- 
nationally. Dr. -Cyril Garbett, 
the Archbishop of York, has 
widely liberal sympathies. The 
same is true of the Bishop of 
Birmingham. 

The leading specifically liberal 
group of ministers is the Society 
of Socialist Clergy and Minis- 
ters, with some 80 members 


_ from the Church of England and 


the Free Churches. Membership 
is restricted to practising clergy, 
since the Society believes that 
laymen should carry on similar 
activities through lay bodies 
such as the Labor Party, the 
Trade Unions or the Communist 
Party. 


~ 


Many clergy are prominent 
members of the British Soviet 
So®iety, whose full membership 
is as distinguished as that of 
many of the U.S. Aid to Russia 
committees that existed during 
the war. Dr. Dunning, head of 
the Baptist Committee, is vice- 
president of the Youth Commit- 
tee of the British Soviet Society. 
Mrs. Dyer was the official dele- 
gate of the Salvation Army to 
one of the Society’s recent con- 
ferences. : . 

“Many members of the clergy 
do not see any difficulties in fus- 
ing theology with Marxist his- 
torical materialism. They take 
the view that scientific descrip- 
tion of the progress of human 
development and human thought. 
is something Christian, since 
Christians believe in the process 
of development -in thought. 
There is nothing incompatible 
between historical materialis 
and Christianity,” the Rev. 
Stanley Evans, leading member 
of the SSCM; says. ’ 2 

Undoubtedly there are ele= 
ments in the Church of England 
to whom this development is pro- 
foundly repugnant. The recent 
Conservative Party Conference 
laid special stress on “the spirit- 
ual element” in Tory polities 
But there have been few open 
attacks, for the opponents of the 
Socialist Clergy fear that i 


resulting publicity would merelj 
»~ 


: act as an advertisement for the 
Socialists. One patron of a 
_ Yorkshire living attempted to 
remove a Socialist clergyman, 
_ but the parishoners backed the 
( minister, and the Archbishop of 
York endorsed their action. 
_ The Roman Catholics have 
_ been silent about the new tend- 
_ency. Their present strategy is 
| to work inside Trade Unions 
_ with considerable Irish immi- 
I grant membership, notably in 
j Liverpool and East London. : 
If the Tories stress “the spir- 
-itual element,” there is almost 
-as much religious feeling on the 
other side of the House of Com- 
mons. The deep religious senti- 
ment of Sir Stafford Cripps, 
| now head of economic planning, 
is well known. Tom Driberg, 
one of the most prominent lead- 
ers of the Rebel Labor group, is 
-an Anglo-Catholic churchwarden 
and takes his religion very seri- 
ously. The leader of the Keep 
Left group, Richard Crossman, 
is of a religious cast, and has 
described English Socialism as 
“a combination of Oliver Crom- 
well and the New Testament.” 
Advanced social thinking has 
always been notable in the Eng- 
lish Church from the days of 
John Wycliffe through John 
Wesley to R. J. Campbell of the 
Temple Church, one of the most 
brilliant’ of the founders of the 
Indepedent Labor Party. Can- 
non Widdrington in his youth 
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founded the Church Socialist 
League, but later tended towards 
the Douglas Social Credit Plan. 
Conrad Noel, the aesthetic vicar 
of Thaxted, who ran the High 
Church Catholic Crusade, had 
advanced social ideas besides his 
emphasis on ceremonial. 

Clerical and lay members are 
grouped in such organizations as 
the Socialist Action League, 
headed’ by Skeffington-Lodge 
M.P. These organizations are 
pacifist and interested in social 
service rather than politics. 
Lester Hutchinson, who was 
once jailed for sedition in India, 
Lord Ammon and Reginald 
Sorenson are close to these 
groups. 

The Society of Socialist 
Clergy and Ministers is the most: 
advanced and active of the cleri- 
cal “Red” groups. At a con- 
ference at Leicester in 1942, its 
members accepted a Declaration 
that: “We believe that the pri- 
vate ownership of the great pro- 
ductive resources of the com- 
munity is contrary to Divine 
Justice and inevitably involves 
man in a self-centered way of 
life. We believe that the com- 
mon ownership of these re- 
sources, with due regard for the 
freedom of the individual, more 
nearly expresses the Will of God 
for man’s life on earth as re- 
vealed by Jesus Christ.” 

The SSCM stated its belief in 
Socialism and defined it as “the 
public ownership and democratic 
control of the great protluctive 
resources, together with the 
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means of distribution and the 
system of finance.” 

Members, the SSCM said, are 
active members of the Labor 
Party, the Communist Party and 
Common Wealth, the group 
founded by former Liberal 
Richard Acland. But the Society 
is independent of all political 
parties. 

The members are expected to 
join in any political action in 
their own localities which will 


_ help forward Socialism. Region- 


al groups are formed, held to- 
gether by a bulletin called Mag- 
nificat and by personal contacts. 
The SSCM believes its main 
function is to give “the con- 
sciousness of unity and strength 
which membership provides” as 
a counter to powerful local op- 
Rostiion to the preaching of 

“social truths.” 

The SSCM arose out of ihe 
Malvern Council called by the 
Archbishop of York, Dr. Wil- 
liam Temple, in 1941 and the 
big mass meeting at the Albert 
Hall, London, which followed. 
A number of ministers felt that 
nothing concrete was being done 
to implement the Malvern reso- 
lutions against private prop- 
ert¥. In 1942 a group’ was 
formed under the name of the 
Council of Clergy and Ministers 
for Common Ownership. This 
later became the Society of 
Socialist Clergy and Ministers. 

At the 1943 annual confér- 
ence, the Council laid down a 
five-point program. This in- 
cluded: 


1. Victory in the war over 
Fascism ; ‘. 
2. Unity with the 
Union; 

3. Unity against anti- Semit- 
ism; 

4. Immediate steps toscana 
freedom for India; 

5. Unity with .the working 
class and democratic movement 


Soviet 


-to obtain these objects and to 


go forward beyond them to the 
next stage in the advance of 
the peoples. 

These resolutions were passed, 
it should be remembered, two 
years before the Labor Parten 
was elected to power. Of the 
resolutions, only the freeing of 
India has been fully imple- 
mented by the Labor Govern- 
ment. Fascism and anti-Semit- 
ism still are active, unity with 
the Soviet Union is still disliked 
by Bevin and other influential 
elements, and the forward ad- 
vance of the working class is 
still uneven and laborious. 

The first group to try to im- 
plement the Malvern resolutions 
was headed by Richard Acland, 
founder of the Common Wealth 
party, which had a brief boom 
among persons dissatisfied with 
the Conservatives and Liberals. 
Acland tried to form a joint 
clerical and lay organization 
mainly to act as an auxiliary 
to Common Wealth. But the 
majority of  socially-minded © 
clergy preferred to support the 
Labor Party and did not wish 
to become involved as part of — 
any one political group. They 


also believed that laymen should 
werk in the existing political 
- organizations. 

It is hard to assess the influ- 
ence of the Socialist clergy since 
i a great many of them work in- 

dividually and their influence 
_ depends on their individual ap- 
- peal. There is not at present 
any nationally important Social- 
- ist minister besides the Dean 
of Canterbury. The real im- 
_ portance of the movement, how- 
ever, is that the Church of Eng- 
a land has, at Malvern, thrown the 
_ gravest doubts on the “Divine 
_ Justice’ of private property, 
_which was no longer considered 
/ as a sacred and inalienable right 
_by Church dignitaries of the 
_ stature of the late Dr. William 
Temple himself. The existence 
_ of an active Society of Socialist 
_ Ministers to 
_ Malvern resolutions is in itself 
of first importance. 
The new departure from 
- Social Roman Catholicism and 
relatively orthodox Protestant 
_ Christian Socialism is the ac- 
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implement the « 


‘a moment. 


ceptance of the Communist 
Party, the Soviet Union and of 
Marxism as a scientific method 
fully compatible with the 


_ preaching of Christianity. There 
is no indication that any of © 


these clergy act consciously or 
unconsciously as recruiters for 
the Communist Party, but they 
do form an influential body 
which preaches the need of 


working class and democratic i 
unity against the -revival of 


Fascism, especially in England 
and America. 

Although certain sections of 
the Labor Government are be- 
lieved likely to begin a witch 
hunt in the hopes of attracting 
dollars, the Socialist clergy do 
not think they are in any danger 
of the kind of official, press and 
public baiting which they would 
have to. endure 
They believe that their parish- 
oners would not permit this for 
But priests have 
been burned at Smithfield and 
Oxford before now. 


in America. 


u _ Americans for Democratic Action has put out a policy statement 
' which names a number of fallacies: (1) the fallacy of believing 
; military containment is enough (2) the fallacy of soliciting allies 
in a crusade against Communism (3) the fallacy of trying to im- 
pose capitalism on others, etc. Then it goes on to support the 
Truman Doctrine which is based on the first two fallacies and the 
_ Marshall Plan which is based gn the third. It imputes to the 
_ Marshall thesis that we are willi 

A we are rebuilding. This last is, we believe, rank hypocrisy. 


K.L. 


g to include Russia in the Europe 
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REVOLUTIONARY 
By AGNES SMEDLEY 


—‘T burn up when I think of all the good guys 


. 


( 


who went out and got killed to protect the — 
right of a handful of sons-of-bitches to make 
more money for themselves.” ; 


HEN Brigadier-General 

Evans F. Carlson was 
buried with military honors at 
Arlington National Cemetery in 
Washington, D. C. in early June, 
America lost more than a mili- 
tary hero. It lost a progressive 
political leader of such popular 
appeal that the reactionary 
press of the country could not 
even wait until the body was 
lowered into the grave before 
passing cynical comment. 

The cynical comment can be 
understood only when Carlson’s 
life is evaluated, particularly 
the changes that took place in 
him in the ten years preceding 
his death. The final fruits of 
these changes were epitomized 
in two incidents during the war, 
one of them political, one per- 
sonal. 

The first incident occurred in 
December, 1942, when Carlson 
stood in a jungle clearing on 
Guadalcanal and spoke to his 
Raider Battalion in memory of 
the sixteen young Marines who 
had been killed in the previous 
month’s campaign against the? 
Japanese. He said: 

“What of the future of those 
of us who remain? Our course 


7 


—Carlson — 


is clear. It is for us at this 
moment, with the memory of 
the sacrifices of our brothers ~ 
still fresh, to dedicate our — 
hearts, our minds and our 
bodies to the great task that lies — 
ahead. We must go further and 
dedicate ourselves to the monu- 
mental task of assuring that the 
peace which follows this holo- 
caust will be a just and equit- 
able and conclusive peace. And 
beyond that lies the mission of 
making certain that the social 
order which we bequeath to our 
sons and daughters is truly 
based on the Four Freedoms for 
which these men died.” 

The second incident occurred 
during the battle of Saipan. In 
the midst of savage fighting, 
Carlson saw a radio-man fall, 
wounded. He walked across the 
range of fire and carried the 
man to a place of safety—but 
Japanese machine-gunners got — 
him also and he fell. 

Two medical corpsmen ran up 
with a stretcher and, since he 
was an officer, started to lift 
Carlson first. He refused and 
ordered them to take the radio- 
man first. Only later did they 
return for him. # 

Though many ~people 


_— 
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_ sential than others, Carlson who 
had lived in the shadow of death 
for so long, had come to consider 
all human beings equal. This 
sounds strange in a military 
man whose business is killing, 
yet to him the war was a calam- 
ity. His later letters to me re- 
vealed what he thought of the 
- war in which he became known 
as an American hero. After 
leaving the San Diego Nayal 
Hospital in 1946, his family once 
_ took him to the beach in the be- 
: lief that a breath of sea-air 
F would do him good. Instead of 
doing him good, he had to be 
; taken home at once because, in 
F _his mind’s eye, a beach had come 
_ to mean a strip of earth strewn 
, with the mangled bodies of 
young men gripped in death. 
4 In The Big Yankee, the biog- 
: raphy of Carlson, the author 
s Michael-Blankfort has told the 
_ moving story of how this change 
took place. In March, 1946, 
Carlson wrote me that the book 
then being written was abhor- 
rent to him and that he “shrivel- 
led” when he thought of his life 
being spread before the critics. 
: “IT was convinced that I 
_ should allow it only when Mike 
promised to use it as a vehicle 
to show the process by which I 
grew from an unthinking reac- 
tionary to a purposeful progres- 


| * * * 
Up to 1937 Carlson was a 
typical, orthodox Marine officer 
_ who carried out orders without 
question. The social order in 


that some men are more es-- 
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which he had been reared, he 
knew, certainly had flaws, but 
life seemed a dog-eat-dog affair 
and the best one could do was 
climb to the top. The Christian- 
religion in which he had been 
reared was a good religion, but 
no one but his father, a Con- 
gregational Minister in New 
England, had ever seemed to 
practice it. So he sang hymns in 
church, said grace before meals 
if the meal was that kind, and 
practiced the profession of war. 
How far he has travelled in 
the ten years before his death 
can be seen in a letter which he 
wrote me from his sick-bed in 
January ,1947: 
“T feel very sad about the war 
years — as though they were 
wasted. As I look back I feel 
that it would have been much 
more useful if I had remained 
in China working in the Indus- 
triak Cooperatives instead of 
rushing back at the beginning 
of 1941 to carry the message 
to Garcia and prepare for the 
fray. It illustrated that even 
hard-bitten realists are not 
without hope. I had no illusions 
then about the ‘causes’ that were 
moving us towards war, and I 
was confident that Japan would 
attack and soon. War was in- 
evitable and the onus of respon- 
sibility was not all on the side | 
of the Japs. I hoped, however, 
that the processes of the war 
would be such that people would 
see the ‘light’ and gain wisdom 
. . . Well, the war did not dent 
the American people—or there 
has been no evidence that they 
are wiser. Our allies and our 


¢ 
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‘money and technical know-how 
kept invasion from our shores. 
And the watch-dogs of reaction 
were sufficiently vigilant to pre- 
vent education of a progressive 
character ... 

“Nothing is gained, however, 
by turning the head from the 
‘realities of life. We pick up the 
pieces . . . and strive to use 
them more intelligently, more 
effectively to shape a pattern 
which will improve the quality 
of human welfare and comfort 
and happiness, and stimulate the 
will and the fact of cooperation 
in human relationships.” 

How did a military man reach 
such conclusions? 

* * % 


When I first heard of*Carlson 
in the early thirties in China, he 
was a very conservative man 
whom I avoided. I met him first 
in Christmas Week, 1937, when 
he came as a Marine Intelligence 
Officer to the Eighth Route 
Army—the former Chinese Red 
Army—which had already been 
fighting the Japanese for a 
number of months. When Gen- 
eral Chu Teh, commander-in- 
chief of that Army, introduced 
him to me I saw a tall, lean man 
about forty years of age who 
spoke with a slow drawl and 
had the manner of a man who 
had always associated with the 
“best people.” 

He carried a letter of intro- 
duction from Edgar Snow, with 
whom he had been friendly 
since 1933, and the manuscript 
of whose book, Red Star Over 
China, he had just read. Preju- 


Vy ie ina: 


diced aati ‘the Chinese Com- — 
munists, not one of whom he ~ 


‘had ever before met, he had 


come in person to see if Snow — 
had told the truth about them, — 
He was a hard-bitten mili- — 
tary man, but before another — 
year had passed he was like 
Saul on the road to Damascus: — 
the scales had fallen from his 
eyes. He had marched some - 
two thousand miles with the 
Eighth Route Army over the 
north China battlefields, and his © 
observations were soon put in 
permanent form in his book, 
Twin Stars Over China. Back 
in Hankow, the temporary Chi- — 
nese capital, in the autumn of | 
1938, he gave an interview to 
foreign correspondents which 
caused the Japanese to protest 
to the American Government. — 
As a result, he was warned by ~ 
a high officer in our Navy De- I 
partment that one more peep — 
from him would lead to his — 
court martial. : i 
Carlson told me about this 
threat and added that he was 
planning to resign from the 
Marines—after over twenty — 
years service—in order\to tell — 
the American people the truth. — 
I urged him to be cautious be- 
cause he had always had a good 
check at the end of each month 
and because life in a capitalist 
society was insecure for all but 
a few. He reminded me that I 
had managed, but when I re- 
plied that I was a weathered 
vagabond, he exclaimed: ; 
“Don’t shame me! 


-this—am I right or wrong?” 
__When I said he was right, he 
exclaimed again:. “Then that’s 
enough!” ’ 

It would not be true to say 
that the Eighth Route Army 
was the only influence which 
_ had changed Carlson. Back in 
_ 1927, while he was in Shanghai 
raiding the homes of Chinese 
_ patriots and advocating that 
Americans occupy Chinese cit- 
_ ies and teach Chinese to respect 
foreigners, Admiral Mark Bris- 
tol, of the American Asiatic 
Fleet had suggested that he 
read a little Chinese history and 
_ learn what the Chinese were 
fighting for. 
_. This chance bit of advice 
came to nothing until 1933, 
_ when Carlson returned to China 
after campaigning against Nic- 
a araguan patriots — he called 
_ them “bandits’”—and_was trans- 
ferred to Peking as Marine 
Intelligence Officer. There he 
_ began the study of Chinese his- 
tory and ‘culture on its higher 
levels, but through Edgar Snow 
also began to learn of the 
_ struggle of the Chinese people 
for liberation from the twin 
octopus of foreign imperialism 
and Chinese reaction. 
‘ * * * r 
There he met General Chu 
| Teh, commander-in-chief of the 
| Eighth Route Army. Chu was 
fifty-one at the time, a poor 
peasant by origin who, up to his 
hirty-fifth year had been in the 
Chinese nationalist armies in 
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of General and accumulated a 
fortune. Inspired by the rising 
Chinese revolutionary movement 
in the twenties, Chu had aban- 
doned everything which he had 
formerly cherished and adopted 
a life of revolutionary self-abne- 
gation. At the time Carlson 
knew him his sole property con- 
sisted of the uniform on his 
back, a cheap wrist watch and 
a fountain pen. The two men 
became personal friends, and 
before Car]son left the Highth 
Route Army he had come to 
think of Chu—who had no re- 
ligion at all—as the second 
practicing Christian he had 
ever known, the first having 
been his father. if, 

Of course I personally was 
something of an influence on 
Carlson’s life, and for the same 
social reasons that Chu Teh had 
influenced him — because he 
thought I also was living a life 
of ethical self-abnegation. 

All such influences aroused 


, the latent ethical convictions in 


Carlson’s New England soul. 
But that he had already begun 
the search for the Holy Grail 
was indicated by the copy of 
Emerson's Essays which he ear- 
ried in his pocket and to which 
he soon added a copy of the 
New Testament. The passages 
in Emerson which he marked 
at the time, and later, reveal 
much about him. Here is one > 
such passage: ; 

“A mation of men unanimous- 
ly bent on freedom ... can 
easily confound the arithmetic 
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of statists and achieve extrava- 
gant actions out of all propor- 
tion to their means.” 

Another: 


“very revolution was first a \ 


thought in one man’s mind and 
when the same thought occurs 
to another man, it is the key to 


that era. Every reform was 
once a private opinion. .. .” 
Another passage refers to 


men who have a reverence for 
their past actions or words: 
“Speak what you think now 
in hard words ant tomorrow 
speak what tomorrow thinks in 
hard words again though it 
contradict everything you said 
today. ‘Ah, so you shall be sure 
to be misunderstood?’ Is it so 
e bad, then, to be misunderstood? 
_ Pythagorus was misunderstood, 
| and Socrates, and Jesus, and 
Luther, and Copernicus, and 
Galileo, and Newton, and every 
pure and wise spirit that ever 
took flesh. To be great is to be 
misunderstood.” 
.Thus Evans Carlson strug- 
gled to re-orient his entire life. 
In 1938 he resigned from the* 
_ Marines, returned to the United 
States, and spent two futile 
years trying to arouse our 
people against aid to Japanese 
militarism. Big New York 
bankers and businessmen told 
him in his teeth that they were 
not interested in the danger of 
war in another one or two 
‘years, or even in another week— 
_ they were “interested in re- 
turns on their investments.” 
After Pearl Harbor, after Gua- 
_ daleanal, Carlson was the guest 
of honor at a big dinner of the 


an 
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same bankers and bubinesssione % 
In harsh, unadorned words he — 
gave them an accounting, in 
terms of American lives, of ] 
the returns on ae inves 4 
ments. 4 
It is now generally known ; 
how he re-entered the Marine — 
Corps before Pearl Harbor in ~ 
order to train a special bat- — 
talion of volunteers in the same 
guerrilla tactics used by the 
Highth Route Army of China. — 
What was of, greater impor- — 
tance, he adopted the political — 
educational system of that 
army, called it “ethical indoctri- 
nation,” and transformed it in- — 
to American terms and needs. | 
To the shocked disapproval of 
orthodox Marine officers he in- 
troduced forums in which offi- 
cers and men of his battalion, 
during lulls in fighting in the — 
Pacific, discussed world events, 
the theory and methods of 
Fascism, and the theory and 
methods of democracy. Carlson 
further shocked his superior 
officers by discarding the mili-— 
tary caste system in his bat 
talion. ; 
The pay-off for all this train: 
ing was: apart from their 
Makin Island raid which inaug- 
urated the war in the Pacific, on 
Guadalcanal alone Carlson’s 
Raiders destroyed 800 Japanese 
and the main Japanese installa- 
tions, while losing only sixteen 
men. Of greater importance, 
while our military hospita 
were being filled with 
crack-ups because our n 
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not taught what the war was 
about and why they were called 
upon to die, Carlson’s Raiders 
suffered not. one mental casualty. 
If there was such a casualty, it 
was Carlson himself, who was 


“removed from the direct com- 


mand of troops. He was kicked 
up-stairs, and though he became 
‘an important figure in planning 
at least two of the chief battles 
in the Pacific, still he never quite 
recovered from this shock. Some 
high Marine officers remained 


his admiring friends, but the 


others recall to mind a passage 
from Chapman’s biography of 
William Lloyd Garrison: 

“Tt is not for Garrison that 
I am concerned, but for the 
people . . . . who cannot see a 
real man when he appears be- 
cause he makes them uncom- 
fortable.” 

Even before he was out of 
the Marines and even after he 
suffered the first heart attack 
from which he never recovered, 
Carlson began to tower over 
America as a powerful political 
leader. That he possessed the 
qualities which appealed deeply 
to the American people and 
which threatened entrenched 
privilege was clear from the at- 
tacks of the Luce and Hearst 
press on him as a “Red.” Con- 
temptuous of such attacks, he 
wrote me in 1946 that Ameri- 
can youth in particular needed 
“guidance from people in whom 
they could put their faith with- 
out fear of being betrayed.” 


Of Winston Churchill's speech 


~ 
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~ wrote me, were 


35 
at Fulton, Missouri, he wrote 
me that this speech represented 
“the most arrogant insult to the 
American people since the time 
of George III. . . . Repudiated 
by his own people, Churchill 
seeks to arouse here support for 
his bankrupt policies of Colo- 


nialism, special privilege, human. 


exploitation and military bal- 
ance of power alliances.” 

As we all know, Churchill 
won. The day before he died 
Carlson told Henry Wallace that 
he could not see one place in the 
world where America was pur- 
suing a democratic policy. He 
wrote me about our policy in 
China in these words: 

“Tam convinced that the 
present administration in Wash- 
ington has no more desire for 
a people’s government in China 
than does Chiang Kai-shek or 
any of his mealy-mouthed and 
parasitical ministers.” 

In the same letter he said: 

“T burn up when I see people 
stupidly working against ‘their 
own interests. I burn up too 
when I think of all the good 
guys who went out and got 
killed to protect the right of a 
handful of sons-of-bitches to 
make more money for them- 
selves.” 

Even though he was retired 
from the Marines with the rank 
of Brigadier-General, when he 
tried to get a loan of $5,500 
from banks in Portland, Ore- 
gon, to buy a small home, he 
met with refusal. Bankers, he 
“willing that 
young fellows shall go out and 


_ get killed to protect their right 
to make money, but not willing 
to finance homes for them if 
they come back.”’ When he, with 

_ rank and prestige to boost him 

along, could get no help, he 
wrote, one could imagine “what 
the average G. I. is up against.” 

Since American policy toward 
China concerned him more deep- 
ly than did any other, he wrote 
that he was convinced that “fu- 
ture generations will regard the 
betrayal of the Chinese people 
by the American government 

-... as one of the greatest 

- errors ever made in American 
diplomacy.” Yet he considered 

_ the increasing “interest of our 


young people in the Far East’ 


as “one of the few encouraging 
factors in the post-war confu- 
sion.” Red-baiting and name- 
calling of Americans who oppose 
our China policy, he branded as 
a design “to obscure the vigor 
ously-conducted campaign for 
- economic domination of Eastern 
_ Asia by American industrial in- 
terests which jeopardize the 
political independence of Asiatic 

_ peoples.” 
It is difficult for those who 
- were Carlson’s personal friends 
to fully estimate his importance 
in the American political field. 
We saw him transform his 
_whole life within a short period 
of ten years, then struggle with 
superhuman energy against 
time to realize the democratic 
goals which he had espoused. 
We knew of his suffering when 
his friend and guide, Franklin 
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D. Roosevelt, edk and we Stee cy 
of his fear that from that time — 
onward the Four Preston 
which Roosevelt had proclaimed 4 
as allied war aims. would oe 
aborted by reactionaries. 

We knew Carlson peteeneoa 
as a man of very humble spirit, 
gentle and compassionate with © 
the tormented common people 
of all lands. Once a reactionary — 
who believed in the supremacy — 
of the white race, he came to 
embrace men of every race and — 
color as his brothers. Henever — 
quite gave up the conviction — 
that some men of entrenched 
privilege could be moved by — 
Christian principles, but he © 
knew them so intimatély that he — 
kept his powder dry when deal- 
ing with them. And he had no - 
respect for liberals who, as he 
said, “climbed on the band-- 
wagon” and began witch-hunt- 
ing against “Reds,” just as did 
the liberals of Germany before © 
the Nazis came to power. 

Carlson was a strange mix- | 
ture of gentleness, humility 
and deathless integrity, com- 
bined with fierce tenacity in 
political struggle. He brought 


paella irsaeiseses 


against Japan. And he brought 
the same spirit of self-renuncia- 
tion. * , 

It was not his war wounds, 
but American and world 
tion, that eventually killed 
He lived long “enough to. 
vested American interes 
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. tray the democratic aims of the 
_ war just ended. American policy 
in China in particular worked 
_ like a corrosive poison in his 


blood. The final heart attack 
came while he was talking with 


i Henry Wallace against “Ameri- 


, can policy in China. With his 
Death, the beleaguered Chinese 
people lost their second great 
American friend, the first hav- 
ing been the late General Jo- 
seph W. Stilwell. It was sym- 
bolic that one of the mourners 
at his grave was a representa- 


_ tive of the Chinese Community 


of New York City, and that 
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among the floral sprays were 


two of great beauty: one from 
Madame Sun Yat-sen, widow,of. 
the father of the Chinese Re- 
public, one from General Chu 
Teh, commander-in-chief of the 
Eighth Route Army. When the 
coffin was lowered into the 
grave, I placed on it one blos- 
som from the spray of General 
Chu, one from the spray from 
Edgar Snow—the two men who 
had most influenced his political 
life in the decade before his 
death. 

His soul 
peace. 


does not rest in 
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bj collapse . . 


Mao Tse-tung, leader of Red China, to Mark Gayn of the Over- 
seas News Agency: “Marshall . . . is near bankruptcy in Chinese 
eyes because he is pursuing an imperialist policy which is detested 
by the Chinese people. The Chinese people believe our ‘criminal 
and deceptive propaganda’ to use Marshall’s words and don’t be- 
lieve his own ‘just’ propaganda. It is because our actions match 
our words, and his do not. Did he not talk of mediation, while 
supplying arms to Chiang Kai-shek for the civil war? 


“The more Chiang depends on your military aid, the weaker 
he will become. For he is already regarded as a traitor to his 
own people. This is why even our poorly. armed guerrilla units 
can defeat the Nationalist divisions equipped with American arms. 


“The more Chiang depends on your economic aid—but not on 
China’s own production—the closer he will come to an economic 
. the liberated areas are better off economically than 
the territory controlled by Chiang. The reason is that we don’t 


depend on outside aid but only on ourselves.” 


K.L. 
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ITALY STILL IN CLERICAL CHAINS 


By ANTHONY CALIANDRO 


N reporting the news of the 

adoption of Italy’s Republican 
Constitution, Correspondent 
Homer Bigart of the New York 
Herald Tribune on December 23, 
1947, briefly retells the story of 
how Article 7, which perpetu- 
ates the Lateran Pact signed 


‘by Mussolini and Pope Pius XI 


in 1929, became part of the new 
Italian Constitution. He rightly 
calls it the “outstanding sur- 
prise of the deliberation,” since 
it was the much disputed article 
favored by the Catholic party 
and opposed by the Republican 
and liberal parties which wanted 
to curb the power of the Church. 
It certainly was ‘“a subtle 
maneuver” on the, part of the 
Communist leader, Togliatti, 
who swung the Red delegates to 
the side of the Catholic faction. 


\ The inclusion of Article 7 is 


now the outstanding mistake of 
the Italian Constitution because 
it is in open contradiction to the 
terms of the Peace Treaty which 
Italy signed on February 10, 


- 1947, in Paris, and which has 


since been ratified by all the 
governments concerned, and is 
now in effect. In this treaty 
(Art. 15, Sec. 1, Part II), it is 
provided: 

“Ttaly shall take all measures 
necessary to secure to all per- 
sons under Italian jurisdiction, 
without distinction as to race, 
sex, language or religion, the 


enjoyment of human rights and 
of the fundamental freedoms, 
including freedom of expression, 


of press and publication, of reli- | + 
gious worship, or political opin-* — 


ion and of public meeting.” 
The extent to which the “fun- 
damental freedoms” of the Ital- 
ian people are violated by the 
new constitution can be shown 
by a brief analysis of some of 
the provisions of the Lateran 
Pact which, due to the approval 
of Article 7, has now become the 
law of the land ... . What, one 
wonders, becomes of freedom of 
religious worshtp under a con- 
stitution which, among other 
things, makes compulsory the 
teaching of Roman Catholic 
doctrines in all the schools of 
Italy and excludes the teaching 
of any other religion? ... Which 
asserts that the Italian State 


belongs to the Roman Catholic © 


religion? . . . Which considers 
as Christianity only the Roman 
Catholic tradition? . . . Which 
denies freedom of religious wor- 


ship and expression to hundreds — 


of thousands of Italians who 
are not Roman Catholic? ... 
Which provides for the rebuild- 


ing of damaged Roman Catholic — 


churches out of public tax 


money, but does not extend the — 


same help to Protestant church- 
es in a similar condition? . 


Which provides that the State { 


shall pay the salaries of the 
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Roman Catholic clergy and ac- 
cords them full clerical im- 
munity?... It is this immunity, 
incidentally, which the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy claims for all 
its ecclesiastics everywhere in 
the world, but recently failed to 
get in Jugoslavia in the notori- 
ous case of Archbishop Stepi- 
nac. Italy, however, under its 
new constitution, guarantees 
that Roman Catholic ecclesias- 
tics shall not be “subject to any 
impediment, investigation or 
molestation on the part of Ital- 
ian authorities.” 

In the Concordat, there are 

articles even more injurious to 
freedom of conscience and reli- 
gion than those enumerated 
above, such as the following 
declaration: 
“Tn consideration of the sacred 
character of the Eternal City, 
episcopal See of His Holiness 
the Pope, center of the Catholic 
World and goal of pilgrimages, 
the Italian government will take 
care to prevent in Rome what- 
ever may be in contrast with 
the character spezified above.” 
Roman newspapers, in fact, be- 
gan a campaign some time ago 
to maintain that it was “in- 
decent” to see Protestant 
Churches in Rome; “to print 
and sell Protestant papers,” 
etc.; claiming that it was in 
evident contrast with the sacred 
character of Catholic Rome. 

It is clear that the funda- 
mental human rights of Protes- 
tants, liberals, Jews, and others 
are denied under the provisions 
of the new Italian Constitution. 


- 
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Strangely enough, the freedom 
of Roman Catholic priests is 
also denied when any of them, 
for reasons of conscience,.leaves 
the Church. The Roman hier- 
archy orders the Italian State 
not to employ any ecclesiastic 
without its permission, and fur- 
ther orders that “apostate or 


’ censured priests may not be em- 


ployed or kept in a chair, an 
office or any employment in 
which they come into immediate 
contact with the public.” 
amounts in the majority of cases 
to ruthless persecution of all 
dissenting priests of the Roman 
Catholic Church. These priests 
who leave the church cannot 
even sell newspapers on the 
streets since this brings them 
“into direct contact with the 
public.” (The writer while in 
Italy this past summer found 
many of these priests, though 


well educated men with univer- — 


sity degrees, famished and in 
rags.) 

In conclusion, Article 7 is the 
outstanding mistake of the Con- 
stitution of the Republic of 
Italy, not only: because it denies 
religious liberty to so many 
citizens of Italy, but also be- 
cause it subordinates the Italian © 
State to a-foreign power—the 
Vatican State. According to the 
terms of the Lateran Pact, the 
Italian State must now revise | 
its legislation in all that con- 
cerns ecclesiastical matters in 
order to harmonize it with the 
principles of the Lateran Treaty, 
concluded between the Vatican 


This ~ 
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and Mussolini in 1929. These 
terms kill any hope which some 
’ liberals might have entertained 
concerning the seeming freedom 
of religion in Article 14. 

The reaffirmation of the Mus- 
solini-Vatican Pact in the newly 
adopted Republican Constitution 


is in open conflict with the terms — 


of the Peace Treaty which Italy 
ratified only recently, and it is 
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a serious set-back for civiliza- — 
tion as it returns a great people 
to mediaevalism. Just how 
Americans who are _ helping 
Italy can hope to see the new 
Republic function as a demo-. 
cratic state with guarantees of 
fundamental freedoms to its 
people, under such a constitu- 
tion, it is indeed difficult to 
imagine. 


PREPARING EVIL 


According to Alexander H. Uhl, PM December 21, there is a 
move on to clean out of the State Department all those who are 
hesitant about helping: Chiang Kai-shek. The job is being done 
by some Republican congressmen plus William Bullitt and the 
Luce gang. It isn’t all Republican however. Marshall himself has a 
program to help Chiang with $20 million a month for 15 months 
and the Truman Doctrine said nothing about making an exception 
of Chiang in its anti-Communist policy. 


FRATERNITY DOUBLE-TALK 


Americans are more and more being conditioned to take seriously 
all kinds of sales talk which has no logic in it whatsoever. David 
A. Embury, Chairman of the National Inter-Fraternity Conference 
believes in discrimination: People should stop shivering at this 
word; I love the discriminating tongue, he says, the discriminat- 
ing eye and the discriminating ear, and, above all, ‘‘the discriminat--~ 
ing mind and soul” .. . to be indiscriminate is to be common, 
vulgar. 

This is the use of language deliberately to falsify the issue. 
The newspaper which quotes him (and he is quoted seriously in 
leading newspapers) lends itself to the trick. Of course he knows 
and the newspaper knows and the discriminating reader knows 
that he is using the word in its good sense to justify it in its 
bad sense. To discriminate on account of color or racial origin 
is precisely to cease discriminating with the “mind and soul.” It 
is the whole fraternity system, drawing together as it does 
people with similar prejudices and backgrounds, which is vulgar. 


K.L. 


HIERARCHY OVER LABOR 


By THOMAS BLEDSOE 


—The practice of the ACTU. 


-ACTU Attacks UOPWA 
_ A FTER the Taft-Hartley Act 
; was passed, the Brooklyn 
Trust Company unleashed a 
campaign of. intimidation 
_against the Financial Employees 
Guild, Local 96, UOPWA. Three 
union members — including a 
head teller with seventeen years 
of service—were fired without 
warning. George V. McLaugh- 
lin, Brooklyn Trust Company 
president, sent letters to the 
homes of all employees threat- 
ening them with immediate dis- 
missal for participating in any 
union demonstration or action. 
The i.szion’s attempts to dis- 
cuss or to secure arbitration on 
the firings were not acknowl- 
edged by the bank. The union’s 
policy committee declared that 
the security of all the bank’s 
employees was at stake and 
recommended strike action. On 
July 16, 1947, a general mem- 
bership meeting voted to strike. 
Brooklyn police were imme- 
diately alerted. Special squads 
were assigned to protect the 
bank and all its branches. 
When a mass picket line was 
formed at the bank, scabs were 


led through the picket line by . 


bank managers, other ‘executives 
and detectives. 

The police clubbed strikers 
and arrested several. The next 


day, newspaper headlines and 
~front-page reports of this police 
brutality shocked the city. 


Bank-Politics Tie 


The New York CIO Council 
demanded an immediate inves- 
tigation. 
though McLaughlin, Brooklyn 
Trust Company president, was 
a former police commissioner, 
no bank and no politician was 
licensed to employ violence 
against peaceful strikers. Mc- 
Laughlin is powerful in Demo- 
eratic Party politics in Brook- 
lyn and is one of the heaviest 
individual contributors to that 
party in the state. 

Bank officials refused to ap- 
pear at a meeting requested by 
the New York State Mediation 
Board the day the strike began. 
The mayor’s office and the presi- 
dent of Brooklyn Borough re- 
fused to intervene. This was 
described by the UOPWA as a 
“conspiracy of silence’ and 
“use of the city as a strike- 
breaking agency.” 


The strikers determined to | 


stay out until they had won re- 
instatement of the three em- 
ployees who had been fired. 
Their other conditions were for 
job security, grievance machin- 
ery, the withdrawal of discrimi- 
natory transfers, and salary in- 


It declared that al-~ 
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creases of $15.00 a week. The 
majority were taking home pay 
of less than $35.00 a week. 
They were supported by hun- 
dreds of UOPWA members who 
reinforced the picket lines and 
by thousands of CIO members 
in other unions. They were also 
‘supported by thousands of 
other New Yorkers. Among 
these were prominent attorneys, 
civic leaders, artists and non- 
Roman Catholic clergymen. 


Enemy in the House of Labor 


The ACTU thrust itself into 
this strike—not on the side of 
the employees and of thousands 
of decent residents of New 
York, but—on the side of the 
trust company. A _ red-baiting 
article with the .heading, 
“UOPWA Pulls Crazy Strike at 
Brooklyn Bank,” was published 
in The Labor Leader, ACTU 
publication, July 25. It referred 
to the three bank employees 
who had been fired as “allegedly 
discharged.” It concluded with 
the following callous comment: 

“We have urged repeatedly, 
and on many occasions have 
helped white-collar workers to 
organize for their mutual secur- 
ity and advancement. In the 
Brooklyn Trust situation it is 
our opinion that the white-col- 
lar workers involved are the 
guinea pigs in a C.P. [Com- 
munist Party] trade union ex- 
periment. . . . It is significant 
that the picket lines have been 
manned by outsiders and that 
‘not one Brooklyn Trust worker 
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has figured in the many frac- 
ases with the police. . . . The 
entire Brooklyn Trust situation 
is designed to promote the idea — 
of ‘class war’; other considera- — 
tions are secondary. 

“The UOPWA tactics are fet 
promoting public sympathy for — 
labor nor for the CIO.” ; 

In the column next to this — 
article was another article that — 
is typical of ACTU tactics in ~ 
attempting to pressure Roman 
Catholics into falling into line 
with ACTU policies. Under the 
heading, “Durkin Fills Job of - 
‘Il’ Lewis Merrill,” the article — 


‘announces with slurring ambi- — 


guity: 

“Succeeding Lewis Merrill, 
who resigned because of ‘ill © 
health’ (either political or rhys- — 
ical), James H.~Durkin was © 
elected president of the United 
Office and Professional Work- — 
ers, CLO) 3): : Durkinuisie sone 
graduate of Blessed Sacrament — 
School . . . If there was any 
question of Merrill’s loyalty to 
the Communist Party, there is 
certainly no question of Dur- 
kin’s.”’ 

The Labor Leader’s article on 
the strike was answered by 
Durkin, the newly elected 
UOPWA president. He did not, 
however, stoop to deal with the 
article that dragged in his reli- 
gion. 

Durkin’s reply, published in 
Office and Professional News » 
stated that “whether it was in-§ 
tended or not, the [ACTU] ar-— 
ticle has the effect of plain 
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: strike-breaking.” He states that 
the union members had no re- 
_ course but. to strike and that 


any responsibility for 


“class 
war,”’ must be laid at the door 
of bank management. It was 
the bank which refused to arbi- 


” 


trate, not the union. 


Durkin adds, “. . . we do not 
deny but take pride in the fact 
that those you call ‘outsiders’ 
are other members of the 


~UOPWA and CIO. unions,” who 


manifested “labor’s strongest 


and most wholesome character- 
istic — solidarity and mutual 


_ support.” 


Moreover, Durkin continues, 


| The Labor Leader’s attack on 


ure to criticize 


the union and its complete fail- 
“the wealthy 
and powerful management of 


_ this bank.for its years of ex- 


ploitation of its employees and 


' for its coercive tactics that led 
_ to the strike, place you, at least 


for the moment, on the side of 
George V. McLaughlin.” 
The ACTU’s attempt to con- 


vert the strike into a “red men-. 


ace” is, in  Durkin’s words, 
“plain hokum.” Further, he de- 
clares that: “. . . powerful cor- 
porate interests in this coyn- 
try are drumming up propagan- 
da in order to attack the living 
standards of working people, 
destroy unions, and restrict our 
freedoms.” 

With this, Durkin, who was 
referred to by The Labor Leader 


.as “a graduate of Blessed Sac- 
- rament School, sums up: 
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“T am aware and proud of the 
numerous fine contributions that 
Catholics have made in the labor 
movement and in the UOPWA 
along with men and women of 
all creeds. I am loath to con- 
clude that the article is an indi- 
cation that you have finally 
come to the course of outright 
strike-breaking. I cannot believe 
that that represents either good 
Catholicism or good trade union- 
ism.” 


ACTU Invades Western Union 


Direct ACTU. intrusion into 
basic union matters is illustrat- - 
ed by The Labor Leader editor- 
ial, January 31, 1947, asking 
Western Union employees in the 
New York metropolitan area to 
vote for the Commercial Teleg- 
raphers Union, AFL, as their 
collective bargaining agent, in- 
stead of the American Com- 
munications Association, CIO, 
which had been representing 
them for five years. : 

John J. Wieners, chairman 
Western Union Local 40, Amer- 
ican Communications Associa- 
tion (ACA), sharply rebuked 
the editor of The Labor Leader 
for his intrusion into this elec- 
tion. ; 

_Wieners’ statement was pub- 
lished in Local 40 News, official 
ACA organ, February. Identi- 
fying himself as a “practicing 
Catholic,” Wieners challenged 
the ACTU editorial charge that 
the ACA is “neither responsible 
nor American.” This is, Wie- 
ners declares, ‘a slap” at West- 


< 
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ern Union workers who have 


loyally supported the ACA from 
its beginning. The ACA has in 


_ a few years of hard and earnest 
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work raised the level of West- 
ern Union employees to the 
highest in the nation as to 
wages, hours and working con- 
ditions. 

“Western Union workers in 
New York City,’ Wieners con- 
tinues, “need no defense of their 
Americanism. They have proven 
it throughout the war by their 
unstinted support of our coun- 
try’s war effort in its fight 


- against fascism. 


“A public statement of this 
kind calling upon Western 
Union workers to vote for the 
CTU-AFL [Commercial Tele- 
graphers Union] inevitably car- 
ries by implication a threat of 
the displeasure of the Church, 
a matter so grave as to consti- 


tute a strong form of_coercion 


upon a member of the Catholic 
faith. It accordingly constitutes 
a material interference in the 
internal affairs of our Union.” 


Praying or Preying 


The Labor Leader published 
a “Reply to Wieners,” February 
14, red-baiting him and the 
majority of the ACA’s top of- 
ficials. ‘““Brother Wieners” was 
advised to “worry less about the 
ACTU and more about his own 
conscience.” 

Brother Wieners was assured 
that, “it was nice to have heard 
from you. We shall remember 
you in our prayers. And if you 


ort, 
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want to remember us in yours, 
that will be all right too.” ' 

But this pious adjuration does - 
not sweeten the odor of ACTU 
journalism. Nor did the coer-— 
cion attempted by the ACTU 
subvert the election. For the 
third time in five years Western > 
Union employees again chose > 
the ACA, on the basis of its” 
trade union record, as their col-— 
lective bargaining agent by a 
vote of almost four to one. 


ACTU Fronts 


The story of efforts by the 
ACTU to disrupt one of the 
strongest and most important 
trade unions in the nation is 
worth telling for various rea-— 
sons. Two points emerge that 
are of paramount importance to 
all Americans concerned with > 
the stability of the labor meve-_ 
ment and with the surviva! of 
democracy itself. 

These points are: 

1. The _ characteristic align- 
ment of the ACTU with the 
most. reactionary, anti-labor 
element of Big Business. 

2. The new phase of ACTU 
activity manifest in the forma- 
tion of front groups behind 
which to conceal its identity 
and objectives. 


Fifth Column in the UE 


The union from whose history 
these points emerge is the 
United Electrical, Radio & Ma- 
chine Workers of America (UE-_ 
CIO). This union was selected 
for examination because of i 
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importance in the trade union 
movement and in the industrial 
life of the United States and be- 
cause of the full documentation 
available. 
tactic of working through front 
organizations is now being em- 
ployed in other unions, the UE 
experience with it will serve to 
exhibit the pattern of this ma- 
neouver and the UE’s method of 
dealing with it. 
Early in 1947 reaction let go 
a broadside at the trade union 
‘movement through one of its 
most powerful house organs, 
‘The Saturday Evening Post. The 
president of the Curtis Publish- 
ing Company, Walter D. Fuller, 
is also a director of the National 
_ Association of Manufacturers. 
The Saturday Evening Post car- 
ries on a relentless campaign 
against organized labor. When 
Attorney General, later Mr. 
Justice Jackson of the U. S. 
_ Supreme Court, named examples 
of openly anti-democratic or 
_ fascist forces in our nation, he 
included The Saturday Evening 
Post among them. 


_ Alsops' Fables 


The broadside referred to 
comprised two full-length arti- 
- cles entitled ‘‘Will the CIO Shake 
_the Communists Loose?” by 
_ Joseph and Stewart Alsop (Feb. 
22, March 1). 
The brothers Alsop set the 
_ tone of their articles by refer- 
_ ring in the opening sentence to 


As the new ACTU 
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“sleazy union halls and shabby 
union offices.” In the first para- 
graph they also established their 
theme: ‘“‘a life-and-death battle 
is being fought these days. It is 
the battle between the pro and 
anti communists in the Ameri- 
can labor movement.” 

Of the CIO affiliates and labor 
officials treated by the Alsops, 
we shall be concerned with the 
UE and its executives. This 
union’s national officials are red> 
baited, their loyalty to the war 
effort is impugned, and the 
general membership is pictured 
as of such low mental caliber as 
to permit themselves to be cap- 
tured by a small minority of 
Communists and their fellow 
traveling “zombies.” 

The hero of the Alsop anti- 
UE fable is James B. Carey, 
secretary-treasurer of the CIO. 
Carey was president of the UE 
until he was defeated for reelec- 
tion in 1941 by Albert J. Fitz- 
gerald. The latter is identified 
by the Alsops as “a Catholic” 
but is smeared as the tool of 
communistic backers who “oust- 
ed” Carey through him. 

a adr Fitzgerald got his 
rCarey’ s] title, his salary and 
his expense account, and Matles 
and Emspak got control of the 
union. They have that control 
still. Such is a fairly typical 
case history of the capture of a 
big union.” ‘ 

The “information” imparted 
by the Alsops. in their “case 
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history” of the capture of the 
UE and the language in which 
it is couched are of such a 
nature as to prejudice and in- 
flame millions of Saturday H’ven- 
ing Post readers against this 
union, and probably even to con- 
fuse some UE members them- 
selves. 


All Slop 


James J. Matles, UE director 
‘of organization, sent a_ reply 
with a covering letter to the 
editor of The Saturday Evening 
Post. In his letter he said that 
the Alsop articles “contained a 
large number of serious mis- 
statements of fact concerning 
our Union and the union move- 
ment generally.” He continued: 

“Neither the Alsops nor the 
editors of the Saturday Evening 
Post ever made the slightest ef- 
fort to check the accuraey of 
material freely used with any 
person in a responsible position 
in the UE nor, apparently, with 
any union record. 

“Such misstatements of fact 
do a disservice to the nation in 
which unions such as the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America play an im- 
portant and constructive part. 

_ These misstatements are in need 
of immediate correction. 

“T am submitting for publica- 
tion the enclosed article entitled 
‘The Members Run This 
NEON us.” 

In defiance of elementary fair 
play The Saturday Evening Post 
bluntly rejected Matles’ article. 

The two Alsop articles were 
read by millions. The Matles 
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reply in pamphlet form is: acces 4 
sible to a comparatively limited 
number of readers. Therefore 
I present here a brief summary 
of some of the Alsop misstate-) 
ments as corrected by Matles, — 


Matles Replies 


4 
During the few years of ts 
existence, the UE achieved 1375 
collective bargaining contracts 
covering 600,000 workers and — 
raised=the hourly wage by 
nearly 60 cents. Members of the 
UE have voted overwhelmingly — 
time and again through their 
elected delegates in convention 
to keep control of their union — 
and to prevent dictation from— 
outside. The national officers of | 
this union have stood solidly 
against curtailment of the rights 
and privileges of members. Fo 
these very reasons the UE is a_ 
logical target for reaction. Since 
the heaviest ammunition in the 
arsenal of reaction is red-bait- 
ing, the Alsops therefore, as— 
others who would split and 
weaken the UE, base their a 
tack upon red-baiting. 
The Alsops say: 
“One year he [Albert J. Fitz 
gerald] was still working at a 
bench, and finding a fairly satis 
factory outlet for his ambitions’ 
as a minor union officer. The next 
year he was president of the 
CIO’s United Electrical Work- 
ers, recognized leader of more 
than half a million men .. .” 
The facts are that Fitzgerald 
was a member of the UE since 
its founding, worked in © 
General Electric ats 
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assachusetts, which he helped 
shop steward and for four years 


| local, one of the largest in the 
UE. He served as UE district 
| vice-president for two years and 
also as secretary-treasurer of 
the Massachusetts CIO. Then 
he was a member of the UE 
general executive board, all of 
which « completely contradicts 
“the Alsops’ story. 

Carey, in the Alsop version, 
built up the UE from “a mere 
fledgling organization” into one 
of the strongest in the CIO. He 
it was who welcomed the “two 
‘hard-working, fast-talking men, 
[James Matles and Julius Em- 
* spak, who aeeagie to make use- 
ful lieutenants . 

But Emspak was » lected secre- 
_tary-treasurer the same year 
(1936) Carey was elected presi- 
_dent, and in 1937 Matles was 
"elected director of organization. 

Besides, in the words of Mat- 
les, “No officer of our Union 
_ names any other. All three are 
_ elected at the same time by an- 
- nual conventions of elected dele- 
gates. The duties of all are set 
- forth in our Union constitution. 
_ All three receive the same 
_ salary.” Matles continues: 

_ “Naturally, as president of 
2 _ the Union, Carey was expected 

- to take leadership in bringing 
~ about negotiations and in secur- 

ing recognition and a contract 

for the Union. Characteristi- 
“ally, Carey didn’t look at this 
job in the light of what was to 
2 obtained for the people he 
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to organize, was for three years - 


treasurer and president_of his ° 
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represented, but as an oppor- 
tunity for personal publicity and 
glory.” 

His conduct, testifies Matles, 
in attempting to negotiate West- 
inghouse and General Electric 
contracts led both companies to 
ridicule the union. 

“It is scarcely to be wonder- 
ed,” Matles adds, “that the dele- 
gates of our GE [General Elec- 
tric] locals, after such experi- 
ences, voted to exclude Carey 
from national negotiations. This 
happened in 1937, only a year 
after UE was founded. The 
other national officers had noth- 
ing to do with it.” 

Moving into the war period, 
the Alsops state of Carey that: 
“He supported Roosevelt’s for- 
eign policy . .. He took a lead- 
ing part in the great campaign 
to arouse the United States to 
its peril.” But Matles quotes 
Carey’s speech to the Exchange 
Club of Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
(February, 1941): “The Lend- 
Lease Bill is a repudiation of 
democracy and democratic 
methods .. .” : 

“Over Carey’s opposition,” the 
Alsops declare, “Emspak [the 
general secretary-treasurer ] be- 
came a director of the com- 
munist-sponsored American 
Peace Mobilization.” 

But Matles states flatly that 
Emspak never served on the 
American Peace Mobilization 
and adds: 

‘.. . Emspak and I had full- 
time jobs with the UE—we were 
too busy to dabble in other activ- 
ities. We had not only our own 
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work, but Carey’s work to do.” 
The Alsop version continues: 
“At the President’s request, 
he [Carey] served on a couple 
of committees for the defense 
effort . . . . Both Emspak and 
Matles treated Roosevelt as 
Public Enemy No. 1, and be- 
cause Carey supported Roose- 
velt, both treated Carey as 
Union Enemy No. 1. Carey be- 
came a chief object of vitupera- 
tion in his union’s own news- 
paper, and an envenomed cam- 
paign was launched to drive 
him from office.” 
To which Maitles replies: 
“The implication is that Carey 
was driven out of office because 
he was a patriot and Emspak 
and Maitles were not . . -. The 
policies of this Union, as of the 
national CIO, have at times in 
the past differed from the 
policies at the time being pro- 
posed-by President Roosevelt.... 
“The records of all General 
Executive Board meetings in 
1939 and 1940*show that not 
once did Carey split on any 
question with Emspak and Mat 
les.” - 
When the War Department is- 
sued, June 11, 1941, a release 
listing all strikes in defense in- 
dustries throughout the nation 
since the beginning of that year, 
not one UE strike was listed. 
Fitzgerald, the UE president, 
served onthe National War 
Labor Board; Emspak served on 
President Roosevelt’s Labor Vic- 
tory Committee; and Matles 
served on the War Manpower 
Commission. 
The Alsop charge that Carey 
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“ not be supported by the 


was vituperated in his union's 
newspaper, the UE News, 


News files. 
The executive board of 


‘UE was not divided in 


serious manner nor on any 

ous question until Carey pro- 
posed early in 1941 that he be 
permitted to make a basic cur- 
tailment of the UE constitution 
through his own interpretation 
of it. , 
Democratic rank and file 

trol of the UE is guaranteed by 
the preamble to its constituti i 
which states: . 

“We form an organization 
which unites all workers in our 
industry on an industrial basis, 
and rank and file control, re-~ 
gardless of craft, age, sex, na- 
tionality, race, creed or politi- 
cal beliefs, and pursue at all 
times a policy of aggressive 
struggle to improve our condi- 
tions.” 

Carey attacked this provision 
by interpreting the UE constitu- 
tion to permit local unions to 
abridge the rights of members 
because of their political beliefs. 

The Alsops state that the ex- 
ecutive _ board was “evenly 
divided” on the issue. The truth 
is that of twelve members Carey 
and two others took his side. 
The other nine were against 
him. : 

Defying the decision, Carey 
continued to permit locals to bar 
members from office because of 
political affiliation. - This, he 
ruled, “constitutes my opinion 
on the above matter and is not 


3 ‘a 


~ 


ut of office as president. 


Carey—ACTU Pupil 

. Carey was not always a red- 
baiter. For example, on January 
a3, 1940, he wrote in answer to 
. he Dies Committee: “We dis- 
Yiminate against no worker by 
reason of race, creed, color or 
political belief .... To deny any 
worker equality of participation 
would be a denial of democracy 
and the very life of unionism.” 
In a speech against Dies, he 
states: 


rise 


. 


. . labor-haters and the 
enemies of democracy want to 
‘destroy these things. Dies, and 
the other mouthpieces who 
scream red at everything pro- 
gressive, are only their tools....” 
Why has Carey, who took this 
stand a few years ago, begun to 
“scream red” himself? Here is 
where the ACTU comes in. The 
brothers Alsop themselves give 
us the clue. As their authority 
for drawing the line between 
red and white CIO unions they 
cite The Wage Earner, which 
they falsely describe as a “trade- 
union weekly”. It is the organ 
of the Detroit ACTU. The 
_ACTU, Matles states, “has been 
Ww orking ever since his [Carey’s] 
2 Subtitle, ““A Report by Robert B. 
Democratic Action,’ issued by District 8, 


Seam — 


_Action, 
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ouster to restore him to power, ~ 
and has organized in our union 
the ‘UE- Committee for Demo- 
eratic Action,’ headed by its _ 
puppet Carey.” 

Carey’s attitude to the ACTU 
is shown in a letter to John 
Cort, former ACTU executive 
secretary, written as far back 
as April 3, 1939. 

“T am anxious,” Carey wrote, 
“to have a list of the organiza- 
tions the ACTU considers 
United Front in order to be 
guided in accepting or rejecting 
invitations [as a speaker] .. .” 


ACTU Front for Disruption 

A UE pamphlet, “Disruption 
in District Eight,’? presented as 
“a factual account of the actiy- 
ities within District 8 of the 
group calling itself the ‘UE 
Members for Democratic 
*” was submitted to the 
membership of the above district 
by the district executive board” 
implementing a resolution of the 
district council at Moline, IIL, 
March 29, 1947. The resolution 
stated in part: 

“Within our ranks certain 
leaders, aided and abetted by 
forces outside our union, have 
established a so-called ‘UE Com- 
mittee for Democratic Action’ 
which, against the will of the 
majority of our membership, has 
carried on a program of division 
and disruption within our 
organization.” 

Thé*resolution called upon the 
district executive board to “take 
such steps as are necessary to 


don on the Activities of the UE Members for 
St. Louis, Mo., 


September 20, 1947. 
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_ protect the-integrity, interests 


- 


and welfare of our district and 
local membership.” 

The pamphlet proves that the 
UE Committee for Democratic 
Action hindered the growth of 
the union and damaged organiz- 
ing drives by smearing the 
union in the commercial, anti- 
labor press. Names of notori- 
ously anti-uniom newspapers in 
the mid-West and names of 
Democrats for Action who col- 
laborated with ‘them by furnish- 
ing releases are given through 


page after page of specific in- 


stances cited. 

Such smears “not only slow 
up organizing drives but serve 
the managements of UE organ- 
ized plants by creating con- 
fusion and doubt among the 
membership. In attacking their 
union, the ‘Democrats for Ac- 
tion’ use the same arguments as 
management.” 

In addition to reprinting at- 
tacks on the UE from the reac- 
tionary press, the Democrats for 
Action admit their close deal- 
ings with this press in their 


-own publication, The Real UE. 


They threatened secession 


ss from the UE and worked to sell 


out UE-CIO locals to the AFL. 
Numerous instances naming 
names are given in the pamph- 
let. 


Catholic Clergy Aids Disruption 


These Democrats for Action 
also “work closely with some 
clergymen and other outsiders 
anxious to disrupt UE.” 
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Here is an excerpt from a let- 


ter written by a UE Democrat 
for Action to a former business 
agent of a furniture workers 
local. 

“We have been in contact with 
Father Vollmer . . . Father Wil- 
liam Lauter of Evansville gave 


us your name and said although — 


you are not in the UE, you 
would be very interested in our 
work and would be able to direct 
us and maybe help us organize 
some good people up there in 
Tell City . . . We left a bundle 
of statements of principles with 
Father Vollmer. He said he 
would see that they would get 
into the plant. Also some news 
clippings which he said he would 


get printed in the paper, which - 


will help a lot . . . As soon as 
we can establish a good contact 
in Tell City, we must quit using 
the Catholic Rectory to forward 
our cause...” 

This proves the use of Roman 
Catholic rectories by ACTU- 
Democrats for Action. More 
evidence .of their deals with 
priests is contained in the report 
as follows. 


“Father Schoettelkotte [of 


Evansville] in the summer of © 


1946, working closely with two 


UAW [United Automobile ~ 


Workers]-CIO leaders, sought 
to interfere in the internal af- 
fairs of Local 813. According 
to information furnished_ by 
members of the local to the local 
officers, he called upon Catholic 
members of the local, question- 
ing each on the background of 
UE national, district and local 
officers and inquiring how many 


Catholics work in the department 
ae 


= - 


= 


f the member questioned. Up- 
n occasion, Father Schoettel- 
otte suggested to a member 
1at Catholics were discrimi- 
uted against in Local 813.” 

Also: “President Burns of 
oeal 1102 admitted on the floor 
{ the district semi-annual coun- 
meeting in Moline last March 
at the St. Louis ‘Democrats 
or Action’ sought to enlist out- 


“*T tried to talk eertain lead- 
ig Catholic church people into 
tering the campaign. But they 
| wanted to stay out.’” 

By thrusting the question of 
bligious belief into trade union 
atters, the Democrats for Ac- 
on violate the UE constitution 
d make a mockery of the word 
mocrat. 

UE locals in St. Louis headed 
, Democrats for Action re- 
bsed to join in a District 8 
ive to rally community sup- 
brt for a Truman veto of the 
ift-Hartley Bill. These same 
tals would have nothing to do 
ith the initiative petition drive 
br a rent control law in St. 


e@ outspoken, however, at 
strict council meetings in 
fustifying their existence, 
ampioning their leader Carey 
d attacking National UE and 
istrict 8 ... Using the UE 
hme, they hold national and 
strict conventions, organize 
‘al chapters, raise funds and 
} blish literature.” 

1 Column Defeated 


condemned the 


© 
7 


mis. Democrats for Action - 


948 ~ HIERARCHY OVER LABOR 51 


Committee for Democratic Ac- 
tion. The UE general executive 
board called upon the Committee 
to dissolve. 


The same thing happened in 
New York. Leaders of various 
CIO unions in New York City 
banded together earlier in 1947, 
called their group the CIO Com- 
mittee for Democratic Trade 
Unionism and planned to operate 
separately from the New York 
CIO. Industrial Union Council. 
The CIO executive board then 
authorized CIO president Philip 
Murray to call upon the group 
to disband and he did so. 


The activities of the group in 
New York City were similar to 
those carried on within the UE 
by Democrats for Action. The 
statement by the UE general 
executive board, dated March 
20, 1947, reads as follows: 


“The UE Committee for Dem- 
ocratic Action is a dual move- 
ment organized by people out- 
side the UE for the purpose of 
carrying on disruptive activity 
within the UE. 

“The Committee for Demo- 
cratic Action ignores the demo- 
cratic procedures of the UE. It 
ignores Local Union, District 
and the International Constitu- 
tions and it defies decisions of 
the International Convention. 

“In view of these facts, the 
General Executive Board con- 
demns the Committee for Demo- 
cratic Action as being a dual 
movement which leads to divid- 
ing and disrupting the unity of 
the organization. 

“It calls upon the Committee 


i 


Labor Leader, 
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‘for Democratic Action to dis- 


solve.” 

On March 28, The Labor 
Leader, organ of the New York 
ACTU, put the UE Members for 
Democratic Action openly on 
record as having been organized 
by the ACTU. “This - move- 
ment,” in the words of The 
‘now nationally 
organized in the UE Members 


- for Democratic Action, received 


its main impetus in the New 
York area from ACTU ef- 
TOFES HESS 


Scotching the Snake 


The UE national convention in 
Boston passed a_ resolution, 
September 24,. 1947, on “Fac- 
tional Disruption” in support of 
the general executive board’s 
call upon the Committee for 


_Democratic Action to dissolve. 


The vote was 3817 in support of 
the resolution and 596 against 


ett. 


Because this resolution de- 
scribes, in effect, so clearly the 
character and objectives of the 
ACTU and of its disruptive 
front group—the new phase of 
the ACTU’s continued assault 
upon trade unions—the resolu- 
tion merits quotation in full: 

“The factionalist clique call- 
ing itself ‘UE Members for 
Democratic Action’ was origi- 
nated, is directed, and receives 
financial support from outside 
the Union. 

“This faction seeks and ac- 
cepts the help of employers for 
the furtherance of its factional 
advantage, and offers itself as a 


willing tool to employers seek 
ing to meddle in union affairs. - 

“This faction, by its unprin: 
cipled and self-seeking attack: 
against our union and its lead 
ership has given aid to em 
ployers, company unions, ane 
AFL racketeers in contests with 
the UE. f 

“Leaders of this faction have 
revealed how shallow is theii 
loyalty to UE by concealing the 
plots of their secessionist sup 
porters. 

“Their venomous attache 
against their union, carried om 
outside the union in the public 
press, national magazines [such 
as The Saturday Evening Post] 
and periodicals and over the 
radio, gave aid and comfort te 
Big Business and_ politician 
enemies of labor, and helped 
them to enact the Taft-Hartley 
Act. 

“Bankrupt and incompetent, 
this faction has*-no program 
other than red-baiting and dis- 
ruption, and no purpose save to 
capture for outsiders the control 
of the Union. 

“In instance after instance, 
where through the intervention 
of outside influence these fac- 
tionalist forces have captured or 
perpetuated themselves in con- 
trol of local unions, they have 
agreed to speed-up. They have 
helped institute phony profit- 
sharing plans. They have per- 
mitted employers to make a 
mockery of seniority. They have 
given up wage increases for 
their members, and bragged of 
it in the public press. 

“For these and other crimes 
the 12th UE Convention sur 
sports the action taken b 


a thd 


{general executive board] 
ng for the dissolution of the 
EMDA’ [UE Members for 
Democratic Action]. The 12th 
Convention denounces and con- 
/demns the faction called the 


4 Ethe Convention calls upon 
all UE members, for the protec- 
_tion of their own personal eco- 
nomic interests, to prevent this 
faction from using the funds 
of local treasuries, to refuse all 
financial or other support to 
them, to repudiate them and 
ive them out of leadership, 
d, if they persist in their dis- 
ption, to drive them out of 
the Union.” 

‘| In light of Matles’ reply to the 


this group taken by the UE 
membership, it is now clear 
‘why the editors of The Satur- 
‘day Evening Post rejected the 
‘Matles article. 


Labor Must Choose 


During our examination of 
ACTU activity in.four major 
unions we have presented evi- 
dence of the following disrup- 
tive practices: 

In the American Newspaper 
Guild: the alignment of ACTU 
members with employers against 
mployeés and their consistent 
unity with dissident economic 
and political elements. 

In the United Office and Pro- 
'fessional Workers of America: 

ACTU  strike-breaking efforts 
and intolerable religious pres- 
res brought to bear in its 
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press. 

In the American Communica- 
tions Association: direct ACTU 
intrusion ‘into the basic union 
matter of the membership’s vot- 
ing on a collective bargaining 
agent. 

In the United Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers of 
America: ACTU-Big Business 
misrepresentation, red-baiting 
and character assassination; 
and the new phase of ACTU 
activity manifest in formation 
of front groups behind which to 
conceal its identity and objec- 
tives. 

ACTU 


activity in other 


unions is similar to that in the~ 


four unions we have examiined. 


_Such activity is consistent with 


and flows inevitably from the 
economic and labor encyclicals. 
Authoritarian, embodying the 
dual character of Church and 
State, the Vatican consistentiy 
supports the forces of reaction 
and opposes democracy. 

As the ecclesiastico-secular 
body organized in the United 
States to put into effect the 
principles of the international 
Roman Catholic labor move- 
ment, the ACTU raises the fol- 
lowing fundamental issues: 

Is the labor movement in the 


United States to follow the prin- 


ciples of the Declaration of In- 
dependence and the Bill of 
Rights? + 

' Is the labor movement to be 
open to all for membership and 
participation regardless of race, 
color, creed or political* affilia- 


- 


tay 
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tion, according to the pattern 
set by the above documents and 
by trade union constitutions? 
Or is the labor movement in 
the United States to be swung 
out of the pattern of democracy 
into one of reaction’ and dis- 
crimination as demanded by the 
pope-kings of Vatican City and 


their bye un-Ameri 
adherents? si 

Catholic and  non-Cathol. 
trade unionists and all suy 
porters of the labor movemer. 
must now in the crisis of reat 
tion’s. assault upon the laba 
movement make their choice am 
take their stand. 


PATTERN FOR SLAVERY 


Thomas F. Reynolds (in PM, December 21, 1947) reports ‘“Afte, 
five months of rcountenancing outright government subsidizatioy 
of right wing labor unions in Greece, the USA has now becom) 
a party to a governmental decree making participation in a majo} 
strike subject to death.” Tsaldaris tells Clinton B. Golden, forme) 
CIO executive, now labor adviser to Edward Griswold, that hii 
government had been using labor regularly to fight what he callec 
Communism. They had a regular slush fund for this purpose 
According to Reynolds, Tsaldaris described as Communist anyoné 
slightly to the left of King Louis XIV. His newspapers recently 
called the New York Herald Tribune and The Christian Science 
Monitor Communist organs. 

Most Greeks are not earning enough to keep body and soul to- 
gether says Reynolds. 

STRAFING CHINESE VILLAGES : 

American C-46 and C-47 transports are dropping American made 
100 pound and~-200 pound bombs on the Chinese Communist con- 
centrations with terror-inspiring “sound effects.” 

According to a dispatch to the New York Times “The bombing 
may make the Chinese more wary about giving Communist troops 
a haven in their villages.” 

On the other hand this bullying may backfire! 
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ANTI-SEMITES REWARDED 


The Sentinel Publishing Company of Chicago has been sen- 
tenced to pay $24,100 to Lawrence Dennis, Joe McWilliams, J. 
Parker Sage and E. A. Deatherage. The Sentinel described them 
as Nazis. Presided over by Judge Donald S. McKinlay the court: 
room was used by the defendants to air their anti-Semitism. 


ce 
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"VATICAN AID" FOR NAZIS 


—Msgr. Luttor was interested only in those who were 


on the war criminals lists. Luttor’s aims: the unification 
of monarchist forces in behalf of Otto von Habsburg. 


} ACCORDING to the Hun- 
| garian paper Maggar Sz6 
‘published in Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
'a group of Hungarians resid- 
‘ing in that city had a rather 
} startling experience some time 
# ago. They went in a delegation 
to receive a large number of 
‘their countrymen, alleged vic- 
| ‘tims of Nazi pillage, who had 
4 travelled as immigrants to Bra- 
zil aboard the “Italian ship 
“Palermo.”’ Several among the 
‘delegates who came to greet 
‘the newcomers, had been in 
} Hungary during the crucial 
— period 1941-45, and knew fairly 
well the faces of the bigwigs 
‘of the Nazi-Szalassy party. 
‘Some of these were easily iden- 
tified among the “victims” who 
‘were €ither so bold or so care- 
less as to still wear their red- 
green badges; less notable 
‘members had their green shirts 
on. Conspicuous among the 
“Palermo”-immigrants 
army chaplain Mihaly Vécsey, 
‘famed follower of Hungarian 
‘Fuehrer Szalassy. Also Gaspar 
‘Peszlay, party treasurer; Géza 
‘Lichthold, chief commander of 
the “Nyilas” (Hungarian SS) 
‘of the Transdanubian — proy- 

ces; Colonel Imre Pal Mocso- 

dy, chief hangman of the Ko- 


; 


eS 


was. 


! 
lozsvar ghetto and officer of the 
Intelligence Service; Hungarian 
Nazi SS chieftain Janos Barna, 
Lajos Ikarovits, Zoltan Pager, 
Lajos Bornemissza and Sandor 
Pipper, Secretary General of 
the Party. 


o 


Wolves In Sheep's Clothing 


These war criminals, desper- 
ately resorting to every means 
at hand in their flight from 
Europe, once the ground became 
too hot under their feet, had 
in some cases succeeded in es= 
caping Hungarian Courts of 
Justice under the bitterly ironic 
disguise of their defenseless 
victims, the Jews. A few of 
them had tried to obtain help 
from the Joint Jewish Distri- 
bution Committee through the 
offices of Peter Schell, former 
district governor of Kassa and 
as such guilty of the deporta- 
tion of thousands of Jews. This’ 
man, after escaping from Hun- 
gary, managed to, enter the 
service of UNRRA’s Milan 
office, through which he then 
contacted the local “Joint” and 
succeeded in putting several 
Nazis on their lists of Jewish 
refugees. This was discovered 
when Schell himself was finally 
caught appropriating large sums 


~ 


56 Boe THE PROTESTANT 


of UNNRA money and arrested. 


* % * 


Prominent collaboration- 
ists and active Hungarian Nazis 
have not only huge funds at 
their disposal but also high 
ranking protectors, especially 
among the Catholic hierarchy, 
and can further count on the 
forbearance of American and 
British army officials. Thus 
their difficulties are’ smoothed 
out, facilitating the purchase of 
passports, visas and transfer of 
money. 

At the beginning of last year 
the first high ranking Hunga- 
rian Nazis were arriving in 
South America. They were well 
provided with funds which had 
_ been safely deposited in the 
vaults of Swiss banks when the 
Nazi regime was still in full 
bloom. They can easily afford 
the cost of transatlantic flights 
or the lavish accommodations on 
ships. They are travelling under 
their own or assumed names 
with French, Portuguese, but 
mainly Spanish passports. 

In April last year aboard the 
French ship ‘Campana’ there 
arrived in Rio de Janeiro, Doc- 
tor Istvan Milotay, former edi- 
tor-in-chief of the Budapest Nazi 
daily Magyarsdg, and _ diplo- 
mat Doctor Joseph Barat, liai- 
son agent between Hungary and 
Tiso’s Slovakian quisling goy- 
ernment. Both had _ sneaked 
away from the Brazilian cus- 
toms at night with the help of 
political friends. With them 
came a group of twenty Hun- 


garian Storm Troopers heade¢ 
by a colonel of gendarmes, ~ 
provided with French passpo 


ae 


and several thousand dollars ir 
cash. , 4 


* * * 


The Mecea of all Europeam 
Nazi refugees right from the. 
outset, has been ‘and still is 
Buenos Aires. In no other coun= 
try, except perhaps Brazil, are 
they as heartily welcome as in 
Argentina; nowhere can they 
find ecclesiastic and political or- 
ganizations so ready with sym- 

pathy and help as in General 
Perén’s country. ‘ 

Among the first of the Hun- 
garian Nazi regime’s dignita- 
ries to appear in Buenos Aires” 
was Count Ladislas Széchenyi, 
one of the wealthiest Hungarian 
aristocrats who built for him- 
self a sinister reputation as one 
of Ferenc Szdlassy’s close 
friends. The Hungarian govern- 
ment requested his extradition 


from the Inter-Allied Control 


Commission in Austria and th 

Hungarian police issued a war- 
rant for his arrest. His name is 
on the war criminal list together 
with well-known economical ex- 
perts and businessmen, highly 
regarded in Hungarian Nazi 
circles and at present in Argen 
tina: Baron Albert Malcomes, 
head of several huge industrial 
concerns, and Anton Sorg, Jr., 
owner of a big constructing firm 
which monopolized almost all 
public works in Horthy’s and 
Szalassy’s Hungary. Sorg h 
presumably found his equal i 


Fritz Mandel, with whom he 
fassociated shortly after his ar- 
rival. They are bidding jointly 
#for a $100 million project in 
Argentina related to General 
Per6én’s Five Year Plan. 
_ On a recently purchased rural 
festate in Buenos Aires Prov- 
ince settled General Ladislas 
§Szabé, an Ambassador to Italy 
of the Hungarian Nazis, and 
one-time close friend of Musso- 
lini. General Szabé didn’t long 
enjoy his freedom and newly ac- 
‘quired wealth; he died a few 
months ago. 
- On April 28 last year, on 
board the Italian vessel “An- 
‘drea Gritti” arrived in Buenos 
‘Aires one of the foremost per- 
‘sonalities of Nazi Hungarian 
‘diplomacy : Papal Prelate Doc- 
‘tor Ferenc Luttor, Szalassy’s 
Ambassador at the Vatican. 
| Prelate Luttor didn’t keep it a 
-'secret that he had come to ar- 
“range the mass immigration of 
Hungarian Nazis to Argentina, 
where the political power of the 
hierarchy, and the strong Ca- 
_tholicism of the Perén adminis- 
' tration would be easily persuad- 
ed to open the gates to the 
i “refugees” under his protection. 
L * * * 


‘ 


The presence and activities of 
Prelate Luttor in Argentina 
stressed the problem of the 
Hungarian Nazi small-fry 
awaiting help in British concen- 
tration camps in Austria and 
later in Italian camps. It was 
disclosed during the recent tri- 
als of conspirators in Budapest 
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that these gendarme units, with 
their equipment complete were 
hopefully standing by, ready for 
action in a counter-revolution. 
Among others there was the 
“St. Ladislas” regiment in full 
formation, headed by General 
Zoltan Szugyi, a close Horthy 
follower. They had an agree- 
ment with Austrian monar- 
chists concerning the reinstate- 
ment of the Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy with Otto. Unofficial 
estimates mentioned around 
100,000 ex-combatants staying 
in Austria at the begining of 
1947. From 68 to 80 thousand 
of these were gendarmes, all be- 
longing to the “Nyilas’” Storm 
Troops. About 10,000 of these 
had entered the French Foreign 
Legion and are now in Africa 
or Indo-China. 


When the disbanding of the 
camps was announced, a real 
panic befell the refugees who 
foresaw their repatriation to 
Hungary. The Hungarian gov- 
ernment thereupon announced 
that it was only murderers and 
plunderers who had reason to 
be afraid, and would be taken 
before the Courts; all other ex- 
soldiers could safely return to 
Hungary where bread and work 
was awaiting them. It was thus 
that 48,000 are awaiting repa- 
triation which will take place 
presently. Thousands of -Nazis, 
however, have reason to antici- 
pate receptions in accordance 
with their deeds, and these are 
desperately trying to make for 
the South American shores. 
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Heading this action is Prel- 
ate Luttor who is conducting 
the Hungarian Section of the 
“Vatican Aid,” which had proved 
very charitable and generous 
during wartime. Hundreds of 
Nazi victims including Jews owe 
their safety to this organiza- 
tion. At the present time, how- 
ever, the “Vatican Aid” (its 
Hungarian Section at least), is 
being placed at the service of 
these ex-Nazis. 

He seems little or not at all 
worried over-the fact that his 
protegées had been active Nazis 
who feared to return to Hun- 
gary not because of their politi- 
eal belief but owing to their 
criminal records. 

All doubts in this connection 
have been dispelled by Prelate 
Luttor himself, who upon his 
arrival in Buenos Aires preached 
before an assembly of Hun- 
garians at Buenos Aires’ “San 
Roque” Church. Doctor Luttor 
who is professor of canonic law 
and a counsellor of the Holy 
Tribunal, is also an outstanding 
preacher. He availed himself of 
this opportunity by making a 
warm appeal directed both to 
his countrymen and local circles: 
“To hasten to the rescue of 
these morally highly worthy in- 
dividuals who had looked him 
up in Germany and Austria, 
and who are living under the 
greatest physical and spiritual 
penalties, notoriously unable to 
return to their homeland.” He 
specifically requested his audi- 
ence to assist these individuals 
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.action already under way for 


America, with brotherly Chrit 


tian love. 
* * * 


whose president, Father Vena 
cio Virag had been sent by thi 
Horthy regime: years back, t 
perform the task of spiritua 
leader for the Hungarian Cath: 


Uruguay. Father Virag’s activi 
ties took shape during the wa 
in wide-spread Nazi propagan- 
da. Now, the Committee had an 


the salvage of Hungarian Nazis, 
and no small results were ob 
tained in individual instances; 
Father Virag himself had tak 
out numerous people from the 
Immigration Station whose doc- 
uments were not in order and 
he had personally vouched for 
them before police authorities. 
In Father Virag’s office there 
was a list of 387 Hungarian SS 
men, at present in Italian con- 
centration camps, prepared by 
the Vatican Welfare Office. 
These men awaited only their 
visas to start the trip to Argen- 
tina, since the Office for Refu- 
gees of the Allied Commission 
in Italy promised the usual $50 
for the ticket, to South Amer- 
ica. The passports were ready, 

only the visas were lacking. 
Buenos Aires’ reactionary 
Hungarian circles had expected 
that Doctor Luttor’s arrival 
would bring prompt solution in 
~ . 


; an 


( 
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Sais 
this case and in that of the 
thousands of Hungarian Nazis 


in Austria and Italy. It soon 
came out, as those who were 
well informed had foreseen, that 
Msgr. Luttor was interested 
only in those who were on the 
war criminals lists. He was 
quite indifferent to those against 
whom the Hungarian govern- 
ment had raised no indictments 


| and were consequently free to 
| return home. 


Luttor’s tactics in Buenos 


| Aires had later undergone some 


changes. He reorganized the 
Hungarian Catholic youth move- 
ment. This organization, under 


‘the form of a cultural and re- 


ligious association, has been put 


| under the leadership of new- 
' comer Gyorgy Olah, the notor- 


ious Nazi writer, who edited in 


Hungary the Stiermer - type 


weekly Egyediil Vagyunk. In 
his new task he is helped by 
Ferenc Pintér, the Hungarian 
dancer of the official Colon The- 
atre, well known for his Nazi 
sympathies. 

«© Another organization has been 
founded by Prelate Luttor: the 
“Commission for the Defense of 
Hungarian Refugees” which 
will undertake the immigration 
of Hungarian Nazis to South 
America.—It is active at Sui- 


' pacha 175. This is headed by 


Count Lajos Szechenyi for whose 


arrest the Hungarian govern- 
ment issued a warrant on the 


charge of many criminal deeds. 
* * * 


It is clearer than ever that 


Nene, wee Car 
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Prelate Luttor has no intention 
whatever of granting this help 
to all Hungarian Nazis in Euro- 
pean concentration camps. He 
wants only a selected group; 
monarchists who could be used 
for his political aims: the uni- 
fication of monarchist forces in 
behalf of Otto von Habsburg. 


Th 
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That is why Protestants too are- 


allowed to enter Catholic organ- 
izations .. . if they are mon- 
archists! 

Prelate Luttor is of course in 
close connection with Hungarian 
monarchists in the United States 
who have influence among 
American officials, just as Otto 
himself received specially con- 
siderate treatment from British 


and American military authori- ’ 


ties in Europe. Doctor Luttor 
will go to the United States 
presently, after the reorganiza- 
tion of reactionaary and fascist 
Hungarian groups in Argen- 
tina, and contact Tibor Eck- 
hardt’s monarchist group. 

“In the meantime Hungarian 
Nazi groups in Argentina and 
Brazil grow stronger. Their 
leaders have plenty of money. 
They are obtaining everything 
for them: immigration papers, 
identification documents, jobs, 
connections. Their number in 
Brazil is estimated at above 
2000. In Chile there are so 
many “refugees” that the demo- 
cratic Hungarian colony is de- 
manding their identification 
among the newly arrived in or- 


der to establish which are the ~ 


murderers and criminals. 
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CHRISTIANS AND UNIVERSAL MILITARY 


TRAINING 
By JOSEPH A. RABUN 


RESIDENT TRUMAN has 

made a strong appeal for a 
Universal. Military Training 
Bill. Every American ought 
seriously to deliberate the full 
implications of such a move. 

One of the considerations in 
UMT is age and length of serv- 
ice involved. The young men 
would be called up at eighteen, 
and for at least one year. It is 
foolish to suggest that milita- 
rists would settle for anything 
less. It is difficult to imagine 
how comprehensive and_ ade- 
quate training can be planned 
for young men to fight a war 
which experts agree cannot be 
fought on _ traditional lines. 
Electronic, guided missile, bac- 
teriological, and atomic warfare 
could not possibly utilize train- 
ing in the old pattern. And the 
new patterns are obsolete be- 
fore they are even perfected. It 
would appear much more rea- 
sonable, if we are to engage in 
a regular program of militar- 
ism, to have a regular Army- 
Navy of at least 1,500,000- 
2,000,000 men. 


Expense 


Another consideration is num- 
bers involved and cost to the 
nation. Approximately 750,000- 
800,000 young men of eighteen 
would come of UMT age every 
year. Giving that many a year’s 


“used in the process. 


military indoctrination woul. 
involve well over $1,000,000,00°. 


annually, in addition to th, 
regular military budget. Thi, 
includes pay, uniforms, fooc 


housing, transportation, healti 
and welfare services, military 
equipment, etc. ; 

At Fort Knox, Kentucky, the 
Army has been intensively 
training 657 privates with 55é 
officers, teachers and trainers. 
These are, it should be remem- 
bered, picked privates and 
picked instructors. This was in 
order to have as nearly ideal a 
set-up as possible. It is most 
useful for propaganda purposes. 

The ratio of 5 instructors to 
6 recruits is higher than if a 
regular program were involved. 
If 700,000 men are to be trained 
annually, it is highly doubtful 
if more than 40,000 officers, 
teachers and trainers would be 
Many of 
these 40,000 would be changed 
from year ‘to year. Now where 
would the Army get that many 
capable and experienced officers? 
It is having trouble getting 
enough officers as it is, without 
the extra demands of UMT. 
And, as any conscientious per- 
son who has had experience with 
the regular Army or Navy will 
tell us, the average officer is 
lacking in the qualities of char- 
acter which would make him a 


ee 


Herable indoctrination officer 
or American youth. The regu- 
ex service branches just don’t 
jem to attract, except in infre- 
juent instances, men of excep- 
jonal character and leadership 
jaalities. Military life does not 
sagender a spirit of real democ- 
racy, nor are many military men 
ver widely noted for their 
‘nowledge of or regard for 
numan personality. 


Moral Effect 


|This brings us to another 
matter, that of the moral effect 
if UMT upon the trainees them- 
‘elves, which is probably the 
most serious consideration, to 
say little of the effect upon na- 
jional morale . Not all features 
9 UMT would be disagreeable, 
mentally, physically, or morally. 
Respect for authority and dis- 
sipline, if it could always be the 
cind of authority worthy of 
respect and the kind of disci- 
pline which fitted. the person in- 
stead of being always adminis- 
tered “according to the book’, 
would be excellent. 


Wet War 


On the debit side of the 
ledger, or at least to be marked 
with a serious question, are 
some things about which the 
Army has never done much. 
They are not going to do any- 
thing until the American people 
exert greater pressure. One is 
the sale of intoxicating bever- 
ages within the military areas, 
with some restrictions, and 
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practically no restrictions on 
‘Joints, pick-up-parlors, honky- 
tonks,”’ ete., all plenty wet, prac- 
tically surrounding every mili- 
tary encampment. They would 
present a highly lucrative field 
of “rackets”. Gambling, prosti- 
tution, drunkenness, stick-ups, 
murders, and other forms of 
lawlessness would be encour- 
aged. The toll.from the UMT 
camps would be tremendous. A 
few courageous and ‘conscien- 
tious. officers and chaplains 
would be powerless against 
most of these influences. 


The beer and liquor interests _ 


openly boast of the wonderful 
help they received during the 
war in the way of free advertis- 


ing from the government. Beer _ 
~and liquor were shipped every- 


where our fighting men went. 
Sometimes ship loads of beer 
would arrive at places where 
men were in much greater need 
of fresh foods and other neces- 
sities. 

On the Guam invasion two 
steel sections of a large landing 
raft were filled with cases of 
liquor, sealed, carried on the 
deck of a ship to Guam and 
there unloaded. Had the ship 
been torpedoed the _ sections 
would have floated ashore. That 
was liquor for the officers of 


just one regiment. The other © 


regiments had to make their 
own separate arrangements if 
they wanted liquor. 

World War II was arobakis 
the wettest war ever fought. 
“Bull” Halsey’s now classic re- 
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- adulterous conduct. 


‘insurance.” 
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mark about not trusting, too 
much, officers who do not drink, 
is indicative of the way some 
“brass” feel about liquor. 

Thousands of men became 
“casualties” to our country, of 
one kind or another, during the 
war because of the morale 
factor, as some called it, of beer 
and liquor. Many were the men 
snared into marriages by women 
who coldly figured the odds on 
their never coming back. The 
snare was set with alcohol. I 
had two young Marine Lieuten- 
ants tell me, before they went to 
the Pacific to fight the Japs, that 
their wives had been caught in 
They had 
asked for divorces. The women 
had laughed and said, “You'll 
never get out of this marriage. 
You’ll furnish the money for 
our fun during the war, and if 
you don’t come back we get your 
The same kind of 
thing was pulled by men against 
women, though for purely sex- 
ual reasons. ; 

Add the casualties caused by 
the drunkenness of others, social 
diseases contracted while intoxi- 
eated, robberies, murders and 
other crimes closely connected 
with liquor. It is a nasty pic- 
ture. The irony of the whole 
mess is that military men actu- 
ally regarded intoxicating bever- 
ages as “good for morale’. 

There is no assurance that the 
picture would improve much 
under UMT. 


We must recognize the fact 


that many honest Americans 
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are convinced that UMT is the 


best answer to our security 
needs. We should not be the 
least bit afraid to differ with 
them. 

Having had two different 


“wer ee 


periods of military service in 


which I could study at first hand 
the advantages or disadvantages 
of military service to the aver- 
age young man, I have drawn 
my own conclusion that the dis- 
advantages predominate. 


UMT Provides Escape 


Military preparedness can 
never be a substitute for moral 
conduct, yet that is just what 
some suppose it can be: Many 
parents, delinquent in duty and 
example, particularly where the 
matters of discipline and morale 
are concerned, want desperately 
to turn their burdens over to 
educators, ministers, or the 
military. 

Few people realize that a 
number of young men, particu- 
larly during the 1920s, joined the 


Navy or Army upon the advice” 


of the courts in order to escape 
prison or reform schools. 
eral of these men were in my 
“boot” company at Norfolk in 
1924. The services have since 
put an end to that kind of en- 
listments. But, for . longevity 
purposes, the matter of a man’s 
moral character still has prac- 
tically no bearing. I know men 
almost without moral character 
whose records are excellent, and 
others with good character 


whose records are not so good. — 
a 
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would be the seasoned regu-- 
8, moral or immoral char- 
ers, who would handle our 
ung men in UMT. 
e Facts 
‘Americans should seriously 
ndy the many angles, and an- 
rs, in the home and foreign 
ture. We should seek to 
ermine to what extent much 
uable information, such as 
» Wedemeyer Report on 
ina, is purposely withheld 
m the American people. We 
uld know why Alaska is at 
jsent as heavily militarized a 
ne as Guam and Okinawa, and 
ho is the enemy’s throat. at 
bich these daggers are pointed. 
should know it, for we may 
sure Russia knows it, or 
sn’t Washington trust the 
verican people? We _ should 
e every assurance that the 
litary do not control atomic 
argy. We should know the 
ul names of many fascist- 
nded people and fascist type 
ups which are spurring us 
'into a war with Russia. We 
uld know the extent, now 
‘yy “hush-hush”’, of a very 
verful Vatican thrust toward 
mplete control of American 
igion, education, government, 
., a phase of which is the new 
hnic in inquisitional methods 
led ‘‘Communistic witch 
nts.” We should know of pos- 
ple plans to put American 
hops in Greece to protect 
rerican oil interests in the 
ie Why should we say 


63 


ra 


AND UMT 


“Greece” when we mean “oil”? 
We should know that there is 
definitely a resurgent American 
imperialism in world affairs. 
The American people do not fear 
Communism if our democracy 
works as it should, but many 
selfish interests do fear what 
they call “communism” which is 
democracy actually beginning to 
work in America. We should 
know whence came the pressure 
to leave the last shipload of men 
in Italy. What were they stay- 


ing in Italy to guard? Cannot 


the Italians now control Italy, 
or are they likely to be careless 
where American property is con- 
cerned? Is their property more 
valuable than a single life? Do 
we fully understand what could 
happen as a result of a clash 
between American soldiers and 
Communists in Italy or Greece? 
And we should decide at once 
if we want that to happen. 

There are so many things to 
consider under the topic of mili- 
tary power and world security 
that questions could be raised 
by the hour, and military power 
will bring a permanent solution 
to none of them. 

We are told that Russia has a 
standing army of 4.5 million 
men. That leads many immedi- 
ately into various suspicions. 
Why should the Russians not 
suspect us under UMT, together 
with an avowed and ill-disguised 
“dollar diplomacy”, and with 
our uncamouflaged war against 
Communism all over the world? 
Suspicion breeds suspicion, hate 
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breeds hate, for a man reaps 
only the same things that he 
sows. And so do nations. 

Now is the time to leave un- 
planted the seed of strife, ha- 
tred, suspicion, greed, etc., 
which lead to war. If we put 
our dependence in UMT we sub- 
tract from our dependence upon 
God. 


“We cannot serve God 4 
mammon.” “Seek ye first 
Kingdom of God, and His right 
eousness, and all these thing 
shall be added unto you.” 

What America needs is 
pentance, not rearmamen 
prayer power, not air a 
self-examination, not eel foram 
mination. 


AMERICA IN GERMANY 


* 


Our old friend, John Foster Dulles, who lately’ talked witl 
General de Gaulle in France, has made a speech here in this co in 
try criticizing our over-dependence upon the military. This 
rather typical of Mr. Dulles who is a past master of double-talk 
Getting down to the brass tacks of the Marshall Plan, Mr. Dulle 
said, as reported by the New York Times, “In Germany we hay 
a unique opportunity for leadership. There we ourselves are : 
Western European government. We can exercise a decisive influ 
ence in the Ruhr area, which is the natural economic heart 0 
Europe.” There you have it, filtered of all the mud. Just as 
the words of Van Dusen, China is an American outpost so in thi 
words of Dulles, Western Germany is an American government. 


Vera Michelis Dean, Research Director of the Foreign Policy As 
sociation, at whose affair Dulles made this talk, emphasized 
comparative backwardness of Russian economy and the extent o 
war devastation in Russia. She attributed Soviet opposition to th 
Marshall Plan in part to the fact that the Truman Doe ir 
“which was essentially anti-Russian and anti-Communist in 
acter,’ had not been repudiated and to the Soviet belief 
any funds offered would have been subject to conditions they on 
sider inimical to their system of government. 


